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Owrang Weekly is a nonprofit cultural publication. News items
are curated from public and reputable sources and credited to
them. Opinions expressed belong to the original authors and
publications, not to Owrang Institute. Links are provided for
information only and are not endorsements. Views expressed in
signed contributions are the authors' own and do not
necessarily reflect those of the Owrang Institute. Some of the
translations in this publication were produced with the help of
artificial intelligence and reviewed by our editors.
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HEADLINE OF THE WEEK-dia ,ig

HEADLINE OF THE WEEK

Venice 2026: A Bit of Light
and a Prize for an Iranian
Artist

The 83rd Venice Film Festival, held from September 2 to 12, closed
with Iranian cinema represented in two of its major sections. Ali
Asgari's A Bit of Light (Kami Nour) competed in the main competition,
while Mohsen Gharaei's Falling House (Moragheb) screened in
Orizzonti. Alongside them, Afghan filmmaker Shahrbanoo Sadat served
on the seven-member main competition jury chaired by Maggie
Gyllenhaal, extending the presence of Persian-speaking filmmakers at
this year's festival from the screen to the jury table. The Golden Lion
ultimately went to Woman Unknown by May el-Toukhy.
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For Asgari, A Bit of Light marked a new stage in his long relationship
with Venice. After two feature films in Orizzonti, he entered the main
competition for the first time. His 87-minute film, starring Misagh
Zareh, Sadaf Asgari, Forouzan Jamshidnejad, Ramtin Daghigh and
Mina Rahimzadeh, follows a Tehran doctor who, after his arrest and
the closure of his practice, decides to end his life and spends what he
intends to be his final day visiting members of his family. Zareh, whom
international audiences may remember as the father in Mohammad
Rasoulof's The Seed of the Sacred Fig, is the center of gravity of the
story. Asgari wrote the screenplay with Shadmehr Rastin, who also
collaborated on Jafar Panahi's It Was Just an Accident.

The film drew a range of responses from the international press.
Screen Daily singled out Zareh's performance and the film's gradual
movement from despair toward the possibility of continuing to live.
IndieWire went so far as to describe it as an Iranian answer to It's a
Wonderful Life, emphasizing its hopeful side. Variety described a
narrative that reaches an affirmation of life from within a dark
situation, while The Hollywood Reporter focused on its mournful yet
quietly comic tone. Cineuropa took a more critical view, arguing that
the inevitable comparison with Abbas Kiarostami's Taste of Cherry
worked against Asgari's film, while still praising Zareh's performance.
Taken together, the reactions suggested that the debate centered less
on the film's subject than on the way it transforms social despair into a
personal and human drama. A Bit of Light left the festival without a
prize from the main competition. Read more
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Growth

By Sadegh Hatefi j&ila 3als

The roots
want fresh nourishment,

and they will bear fresh flowers.

My voice,
in this enclosure,
how it returns,
and the echo,
without flight,
how painful it is.
Something in me breaks
and can no longer
be mended.
And I know this
when in the mirror
I see

suffering.
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Something breaks,

and on this ruin

something grows.

I feel myself growing,

I feel the growing,

and my roots want fresh nourishment,
and they will bear fresh flowers.

Translation assisted by Al
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EDITORIAL il cdlosly

By Owrang Editorial

Keyvan Khosrovani; Baluch Needlework, Iranian Identity
Worn by a Queen

In official photographs from the 1970s, Farah Pahlavi appears again and again in gowns
that may at first seem purely ceremonial. Look more closely, however, and they carry
something of a map of Iran: Baluch needlework, gold-woven brocades, Isfahan block prints,
and embroidery that traveled from small and sometimes remote workshops to the royal

court.

Behind many of these choices was Keyvan Khosrovani, an architect and designer who saw

Iranian art and craft not as relics of the past, but as living material for contemporary life.
Khosrovani died in Paris on September 3 at the age of 88. His career moved between
architecture, fashion, traditional crafts, restoration and urban preservation, yet one idea
connected these seemingly different fields: a search for Iranian identity in what people had

made, worn and passed from one generation to another.

Born in Tehran in 1938, Khosrovani studied architecture at the University of Tehran and
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graduated in 1962 with the highest marks of his class. A French government scholarship
then took him to the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris. He also spent time in Rome studying the
restoration of historic buildings. He returned to Iran in 1966, and a year later designed the

lighting of Persepolis and the tomb of Hafez for the first Shiraz Festival of Arts.

For many, however, his name remains most closely associated with the wardrobe of Farah

Pahlavi.

For nearly thirteen years, Khosrovani was involved in designing the Queen of Iran's official
gowns. The significance of that collaboration lay less in the luxury of the clothes than in the
choices behind them. He turned to crafts still being made by hand across Iran, many of

them already in danger of disappearing.

Baluch needlework was among the most important.

An art practiced for generations by Baluch women appeared on some of the country's most
visible formal occasions. During those years Farah Pahlavi wore gowns incorporating
Baluch embroidery, while the gold-brocade dress associated with the 1971 Persepolis
celebrations is now held in Paris. Crafts once tied to particular regions were brought before

cameras whose images circulated throughout Iran and around the world.

For Khosrovani, such choices carried a clear meaning. The Queen's wardrobe could easily

have become a showcase for imported fashion. Read more
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EDITORIAL i, ! wdblssly

By Claude, edited by Owrang
From Idea to Image

About this series

From Idea to Image is a weekly self-tutorial in making images with Al. The text of the series

is itself written with the help of Al, and it reaches you edited and published by Owrang.
Each part teaches one specific skill and ends with a simple exercise you can do the same
day. The three images at the foot of this page were made with exactly the steps you are

about to read.

To make an image, you do not need to be a designer. The starting point is being able to see

what is in your head, and to describe it.
Anyone who has ever wanted a poster, pictured a book cover, imagined an image for a poem
or a scene for a film knows this gap: the picture is clear in the mind, but the page is still

blank.

For a long time the only way across was to know how to draw and design yourself, or to
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hand the work to someone who could. Today there is another way. You can describe the

picture in ordinary words, in Persian or English, and very soon see a first version of it.

At this stage the most important skill is not drawing. What matters is knowing exactly what

you want.

This series practices that skill step by step. One step each week, and at the end of each part

an image you made yourself.

Before the software, five questions

Choose the picture in your head and answer these five questions in plain sentences.

What is the subject?

Instead of "a street," write "an empty side street in Tehran in the 1970s."
Where are we, and when?

Night or morning? Winter or summer? Indoors or outside?

What should the viewer feel?

Calm, threat, nostalgia, joy? For now choose one feeling, not four at once.
What must be in the picture, and what must not?

For example: a single figure under a lamp. No cars. No visible violence.
Where will the image be used?

A wide poster? A square Instagram post? A book cover? Read more
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EDITORIAL i, ! wdblssly

By Owrang Editorial i, ! 4 uai
Remembered Once Again

At first glance the week's cultural news has nothing in common; a festival in Venice, the
unlived life of a teenager imagined in Chicago, an exhibition in Detroit of a painter we
thought we knew, tapes that sat in a closet for sixty years, and the first architecture
biennale of the whole African continent in Nairobi. But set the pieces side by side and one
question appears. How does art today tell the stories that were always left outside the

official frame?

In Venice, Mohsen Gharaei's Falling House brought Laleh Marzban the Orizzonti award for
best actress. The film takes its camera inside a single house, where power, fear and
resistance show in the smallest daily gestures. On stage, and at the end in Persian, Marzban
gave her prize to the women of her country. A story that did not fit the official frame of her

country's national media left the house, reached Italy, and won.

The same week, in Tehran, the restorers of Golestan Palace were collecting and coding
broken pieces of wood and tile damaged in the war, to set them back in place; and in
London the British Museum had brought the Bayeux Tapestry from France to England for

the first time in nearly a thousand years, with tickets through December gone on the first
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day of sale. The East was mending what had been broken and the West was celebrating

what had survived. It is the same work, keeping memory; only the circumstances differ.

At Chicago's Museum of Contemporary Photography, If Emmett Till Lived does not repeat
the image of the fourteen-year-old's death in 1955. Instead it rebuilds the years that would
have been his had he lived; an imagined album of work, school and ordinary days for a man
denied the chance to live them. Here art steps away from the familiar image of death and

becomes a tribute to an unlived life.

In Detroit, a new exhibition of Georgia O'Keeffe unsettles the picture we carry of her. In
collective memory she is flowers and the New Mexico desert, yet for decades she also
painted skyscrapers, bridges and buildings. Those works were scattered among museums
but never drew the attention they deserved. Now the Detroit Institute of Arts has pulled her

skyscrapers out from all those flowers and, for the first time, put them on view together.

The same happened to John Coltrane. More than sixty hours of his playing in nightclubs
between 1960 and 1964, recorded by a fellow musician for himself, are emerging in the year
of his centenary. What no one planned to keep is now a record of a period when the artist
was changing his language, and in that other language it tells an era from another point of

view. Read more
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Owrang Editorial - Sep 14, 2026
An exhibition imagines the life Emmett Till was denied

If Emmett Till Lived: Freedom on American Ground, at Chicago's Museum of Contemporary
Photography, asks viewers to imagine the life Till might have lived had he not been
murdered in 1955. Co-curated by Sarah Elizabeth Lewis and Wheeler Parker ]Jr., the
exhibition uses works by photographers including Gordon Parks, Carrie Mae Weems and
Henri Cartier-Bresson to consider memory, possibility and racial history. Read on
owrang.org
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ART

Owrang Editorial - Sep 14, 2026
Georgia O'Keeffe's cityscapes step out from the shadow of
her flowers

A new Detroit Institute of Arts exhibition shifts attention from Georgia O'Keeffe's famous
flowers and desert landscapes to her architecture and city paintings. Around 40 works trace
skyscrapers, industrial structures, the Brooklyn Bridge and the geometric forms of her New
Mexico homes. The exhibition, opening September 11, argues that the built environment
was a sustained and significant subject across O'Keeffe's career. Read on owrang.org
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NPR ARTS

Sep 11, 2026
From DOGE to "space lasers," Alex Gibney peels back the
many layers of Elon Musk

Oscar-winning director Alex Gibney has made a new documentary about the rise of Elon
Musk. In the film, Gibney examines what he describes as troubling truths underlying Musk's
success. Read on owrang.org
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THE QUIETUS

Sep 11, 2026
Nate Mercereau - Fantastic Thoughts

Nate Mercereau, a versatile multi-instrumentalist and producer, demonstrates his range on
his new album Fantastic Thoughts. In 2022, he collaborated with Los Angeles drummer and
producer Carlos Nino to assemble a jazz ensemble for Andre 3000's debut solo album New
Blue Sun. Mercereau's guitar work filled empty spaces with shimmering textures and
helped unify the electroacoustic sessions. Andre 3000 described him as a magician who
hardly ever Read on owrang.org
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THE QUIETUS

Sep 10, 2026

Scottish Magazine The Skinny Ceases Publication After 21
Years

The Skinny, a free Scottish cultural magazine that covered music, film, literature, theatre
and other cultural subjects, has ended publication after twenty-one years. Radge Media CIC,
the company that published The Skinny along with Fest and GNAW magazines, has ceased
operations. The magazine was founded in 2005 by volunteers and grew over time to cover a
range of cultural disciplines. Read on owrang.org
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FILM OF THE WEEK

i i

The Rules of the Game

Dir. Jean Renoir - 1939 - France

Marking the birthday of Jean Renoir, September 15, 1894

On the eve of the Second World War, Jean Renoir took his camera to a house
party at a French country estate, where love, betrayal, jealousy and class
relations hide behind seemingly civilized manners.... Read more

REVIEWS

Three critics, three angles on this film - handpicked by Owrang:
Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times, Great Movies series - Read more

Alexander Sesonske, The Criterion Collection, "Everyone Has Their Reasons"

- Read more

Brian Eggert, Deep Focus Review, The Where to stream or rent]
Definitives - Read more Read full article & reviewsjWhere to stream or rent
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CINEMA

Owrang Editorial - Sep 14, 2026
Pegah Ahangarani's Iran Memoir Crosses to North America

Rehearsals for a Revolution, Pegah Ahangarani's essay documentary that won the L'Oeil
d'or at Cannes in May, had its first American screening at Telluride and now plays TIFF's
Centrepiece section. Five portraits of relatives and mentors carry more than forty years of
Iranian history, from 1979 to this year's war. Ahangarani, a refugee in the UK since 2022,
could not attend Telluride because of travel bans. Sony Pictures Classics releases the Read
on owrang.org
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ROGEREBERT.COM

Sep 9, 2026
Telluride 2026: Illusion of an Everlasting Summer,

Burgundy, Rehearsals for a Revolution

The 53rd edition of the Telluride Film Festival continues to be a leader in the film industry
by presenting strong and technically accomplished stories. The festival's documentary
program drew considerable attention for the world premiere of a secret A24 documentary
titled "You Can See Everything," along with several other notable titles. Read on
owrang.org
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ROGEREBERT.COM

TIFF 2026: 20 World Premieres We Can’t Wait to See This
Year

RogerEbert.com has selected twenty films making their world premiere at the Toronto
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Owrang Editorial - Sep 14, 2026
Secret Coltrane tapes open a new window on his restless
jazz

More than 60 hours of previously unreleased John Coltrane performances recorded by
saxophonist Frank Tiberi between 1960 and 1964 are emerging around the centenary of
Coltrane's birth. The recordings capture nightclub performances from a period of rapid
musical experimentation before A Love Supreme. A selection known as The Tiberi Tapes is
scheduled for release by Impulse! in November. Read on owrang.org

aisal cyoont sl ol Jo 3 ool sS o leds slaylsi

VAR L VAP, sladle ol oy o8 guS i 8ui3lei (s SGlE aS o il S ola 31 s yuiiiie shyal cielw £ 51 Liy
st ai 31 sle 0 Laslsi ol ol 48 K 5155 4o g1 380 o5l g0 Ul sS wlgi Jlu Granis diliwl Hu g 00 b

swelsi o The Tiberi Tapes ali b 4e gane cul 51 lows X .ailos S w1, A Love Supreme ;1 Gy of 6o i

OWRANG WEEKLY - 35 - Week of September 14, 2026 - «wi - CONTENTS


https://owrang.org/weekly/news/secret-coltrane-tapes-open-a-new-window-on-his/
https://owrang.org/weekly/news/secret-coltrane-tapes-open-a-new-window-on-his/
https://owrang.org/weekly/news/secret-coltrane-tapes-open-a-new-window-on-his/
https://owrang.org/weekly/news/secret-coltrane-tapes-open-a-new-window-on-his/

BOOKS-ou<

BOOK OF THE WEEK

R.F KUANG
PN o

EBECCA F. KUANG

TAIPEI
TORY

Taipei Story
By Owrang Editorial

Chinese American college student Lily Chen spends a summer in Taiwan in an
intensive Mandarin program, hoping fluency will bring her closer to her
family and to a heritage that increasingly feels out of reach. Instead, she
discovers that belonging is far more complicated than learning the right
vocabulary.

Published on September 8, R. F. Kuang's new novel is quieter and more
realist than much of her earlier work. Through Lily's language struggles,
friendships, family grief and life in Taipei, the novel examines migration,
inheritance and the uneasy distance between the identity we receive and the
identity we actually live. Here, language becomes both a bridge and a barrier,
leading to a larger question: when we cannot fully speak the language of
home, where does home begin?

The New York Times Book Review, Lauren Christensen, September 7, 2026

A rave. Christensen calls this Kuang's quietest book to date and, by a wide
margin, her most sophisticated. The author known for loud, sprawling fantasy
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has lowered her voice here, and in the critic's view that restraint has made
her a better novelist.
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/07/books/review/taipei-story-rf-kuang.html
Chicago Review of Books, Reema Saleh, September 8, 2026

A review from the angle of diaspora fiction, with praise and reservations side
by side. Saleh finds the novel's strength in the gap between who Lily is and
who she might have been had she grown up in her family's homeland, and in
her grief for a grandfather whose death leaves the family's history
unanswered. The reservation is that much of the book reads like a study-
abroad diary, page after page of food, cafes and memorized and forgotten
vocabulary, with the story drifting in the middle without direction.
https://chireviewofbooks.com/2026/09/08/taipei-story-rf-kuang/

Slate, Laura Miller, May 20, 2026

A piece that weighs both the novel and the controversy that preceded its
publication. Miller finds Kuang's observations of the shifting friendships of
twenty-year-olds sharp and true, and her Taipei more vivid than the settings
of her other novels; where the early books sometimes felt shaped by market
research, this one reads as honest self-expression. On the objection to an
unnamed Israeli pianist who appears for two pages, Miller notes that the
character has no lines and no role in the plot, and that most of the protest
came before anyone had read the book.
https://slate.com/culture/2026/05/rf-kuang-israeli-taipei-story-gaza-book-bookt
ok.html

About the book
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BOOKS

Est. 913

Owrang Editorial - Sep 14, 2026
Indigenous oral history novel takes Australia's top literary
award

A Piece of Red Cloth won the fiction category at Australia's 2026 Prime Minister's Literary
Awards. The novel, created by Leonie Norrington, Merrkiyawuy Ganambarr-Stubbs and
Yolngu knowledge holders Djawundil Maymuru and Djawa Burarrwanga, draws on Yolngu
oral history and Western narrative forms. Set in 17th-century Arnhem Land, it examines
encounters with Makassan traders and later Dutch colonial disruption. Read on
owrang.org
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PARIS REVIEW

Sep 11, 2026

Kiss The Ring: Richard Wagner’s Opera Festival in the Age
of Al

An opera festival dedicated to Richard Wagner will feature artificial intelligence on stage as
a tool for generating images rather than as a character in the performance. Read on
owrang.org
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LITHUB

Sep 11, 2026
Graywolf Press has a brand new look.

Graywolf Press, an independent publisher, unveiled a new logo at its 2026 Literary Salon in
Minneapolis, created in collaboration with the Minneapolis-based design studio Hi, Hello.
This marks the press's third logo in its fifty-two-year history. Read on owrang.org
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ELECTRIC LITERATURE

Judith Namala
A Novella

Serubiri Moses

Sep 11, 2026
In These Novels by African Women, Coming of Age Is
Collective

Coming-of-age novels by African women authors explore the intricate bonds between
women. Rather than following a single protagonist's journey as in traditional
bildungsromans, these works trace the parallel development of two or more young women
as they approach self-discovery. In these narratives, kinship and sisterhood take on
expanded significance. Read on owrang.org
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LITHUB

Sep 11, 2026

The War on Terror Through the Eyes of Queer Afghan
Refugees

Bobuqg Sayed's debut novel No God But Us works well alongside Jose Esteban Munoz's final
work, The Sense of Brown, published in 2020. Read on owrang.org
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LITHUB

Sep 11, 2026

What Should You Read Next? Here Are the Best Reviewed
Books of the Week

Emma Cline's Switzy, Francis Fukuyama's In the Realm of the Last Man, and R.F. Kuang's
Taipei are among the best reviewed books of the week. Read on owrang.org
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MUBI NOTEBOOK

Sep 11, 2026
Survival Tactics: A Locarno Critics Academy

Correspondence

MUBI Notebook, in partnership with the Locarno Critics Academy, publishes a series of
critical essays in which this year's participants reflect on the Swiss film festival. In this final
piece, three critics examine how "tendenko," a Japanese word referring to isolating oneself
to survive a tsunami, echoed throughout the festival's program. The films shown at Locarno
in August addressed crisis and catastrophe in various ways: some took activist Read on
owrang.org
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MUBI NOTEBOOK

-

Sep 10, 2026
Cut and Spliced: A Locarno Critics Academy

Correspondence

MUBI Notebook, in partnership with the Locarno Critics Academy, is publishing a series of
critical letters in which this year's participants reflect on the Swiss film festival. In this
second installment, four critics consider cinema's capacity to join together disparate pieces.
They reference the 1983 film «Sans soleil», which contains the line "Nothing sorts out
memories from ordinary moments. It is only later that they claim remembrance, when Read
on owrang.org
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MUBI NOTEBOOK

Sep 9, 2026

Rushes | Remembering Dolly Parton, A24 Teases Nathan
Fielder's Elizabeth Holmes Doc, the 100 Most-Screened
Films in NYC

Meryl Streep and Laura Poitras have joined as executive producers on Julia Loktev's
documentary My Undesirable Friends: Part II, Exile, the second installment of Loktev's film
about independent Russian journalists working after the invasion of Ukraine, which
premiered at the Venice Film Festival. In a statement, Streep called Loktev "the Samuel
Pepys of Putin's Russia" and described her films as a "blazing achievement." Read on
owrang.org
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ELECTRIC LITERATURE

Sep 8, 2026

A Debut Novel About Knowing Everything and Nothing

Stacey Yu, who has shared videos about literary fiction on TikTok for several years, is
releasing her debut novel, Kitten, this summer. On the platform, she highlights forgotten
classics, translated works, and contemporary novels, particularly those with elegant and
careful prose. Read on owrang.org
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MUBI NOTEBOOK

Sep 8, 2026
It Was Once Fire: A Locarno Critics Academy

Correspondence

MUBI Notebook, working with the Locarno Critics Academy, is publishing a series of critical
letters in which this year's participants reflect on the Swiss film festival. In the first piece,
three critics exchange letters about the films they saw, which dealt with fractured
relationships and stubborn presences, and their experiences at Locarno beyond the
screenings. One critic writes from Brooklyn about how festival time distorts perception,
Read on owrang.org
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Sep 4, 2026

Weekly Dispatches from the Frontlines of World Literature

Asymptote's editors report this week from three regions. In France, the back-to-school
season and the annual rentrée littéraire are underway. In Romania, literary memory is a
central concern. In Hong Kong, new projects celebrate the city's distinctive literary history.
Read on owrang.org
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ASYMPTOTE JOURNAL

<4-ASYMPTOTE

on my way to get just
a few more books
just a few more

Sep 3, 2026

What'’s Still in Translation I1

Asymptote Journal is revisiting a selection of articles and reviews from eleven years of its
"What's New in Translation" section. The collection includes pieces on a satirical poetry
collection about one of Mexico's most celebrated poets and a novel depicting the turmoil
and tenderness of Lebanon's capital. Read on owrang.org
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ELECTRIC LITERATURE
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Sep 1, 2026
For Marlon James, Being Incurious Is a Writer’s Biggest Sin

Marlon James spoke with Electric Literature while preparing a meal for his niece and
nephew, who remain unimpressed by his accomplishments, including the Booker Prize and
inclusion on Time's list of 100 influential people, and simply want to be fed. Read on
owrang.org
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LOCAL NEWS - las ,lal

SF CLASSICAL VOICE

Sep 11, 2026
Gen Z Jazz Vocal Star Samara Joy Favors Deep Cuts in SF
Symphony Debut

Jazz vocalist Samara Joy performed with the San Francisco Symphony for the first time,
choosing lesser-known pieces from the jazz repertoire. Read on owrang.org
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SF CLASSICAL VOICE

Sep 9, 2026
SF Opera and Orchestra Musicians Remain at an Impasse as
Season Opener Nears

Musicians from San Francisco Opera and the San Francisco Orchestra have not reached an
agreement in their negotiations as the new season approaches. Read on owrang.org
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SF CLASSICAL VOICE

Sep 8, 2026
Missy Mazzoli's Breaking the Waves is Mesmerizing and
Emotionally Devastating

Missy Mazzoli's opera Breaking the Waves was performed in the San Francisco Bay Area.
Read on owrang.org
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SF CLASSICAL VOICE

Sep 8, 2026

With the Launch of “Arts from Japan,” the Bay Area Gains a
New Cultural Platform

A new cultural platform called Arts from Japan has launched in the Bay Area. Read on

owrang.org
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SF CLASSICAL VOICE

Sep 8, 2026
Pacific Opera Project Presents the American Premiere of an

Early Donizetti Opera With a Swinging ‘60s Twist

Pacific Opera Project will present the American premiere of an early opera by Donizetti,
staged with a 1960s aesthetic. Read on owrang.org
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Heidi Koshfam Solo Exhibition Opens at Melody Universe
Melody Universe, 2345 El Camino Ave Ste A, Sacramento, CA 95821

Royal Rose Art presents a solo exhibition of paintings by Heidi Koshfam, whose work
includes large figurative canvases of dancers in flowing fabric. The one afternoon show runs
Sunday, September 27 from 2 to 6 PM at Melody Universe in Sacramento, with wine and
appetizers. Admission is free. Contact Shiva Nayeb at 916-990-8991.
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Melody Universe, 2345 EI Camino Ave Ste A, Sacramento, CA 95821
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OCT 4 - 3:00 PM

IACEC PRESENTS
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LIVE MUSIC

Northern California Impact Summit Brings Nonprofits and
Families Together in Carmichael

Elks Lodge Carmichael, 5631 Cypress Ave, Carmichael, CA 95608

IACEC and the Center for Immigrant and Refugee Health host the Northern California
Impact Summit, an afternoon where nonprofits meet donors, sponsors, community leaders
and media. Alongside the nonprofit showcase and roundtables there is live music, kids
activities with face painting, friendly soccer matches and Persian food. Sunday, October 4
from 3 to 7 PM at Elks Lodge Carmichael. Registration through the QR code on the poster
or iacec.org.
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Elks Lodge Carmichael, 5631 Cypress Ave, Carmichael, CA 95608
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OCT 9 - 7:00 PM

I

Bazm-e Khayyam
Melody Universe, 2345 El Camino Ave Ste A, Sacramento, CA 95821

Owrang Institute presents Bazm-e Khayyam, an evening devoted to the poet of the
quatrains. Concept and design by Sadegh Hatefi, with Manijeh Golchin, Mahan Nejad,
Azadeh Nemat-Gorgani, Salar, Nima Hekmat and Kourosh Markazi. Friday, October 9, 7:00
PM at Melody Universe, Sacramento. Tickets $30 through September 20 and $45 after, $65
at the door if seats remain, at owrang.org or (916) 839-0022. Owrang students and
volunteers receive 25% off.
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Melody Universe, 2345 El Camino Ave Ste A, Sacramento, CA 95821
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SEP 16 - 7:30 PM

Come From Away brings a story of refuge and connection to
Sacramento

UC Davis Health Pavilion, 1419 H Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Broadway Sacramento presents Come From Away at the UC Davis Health Pavilion through
September 20. The musical follows 7,000 airline passengers diverted to Newfoundland after
the September 11 attacks and the residents who welcomed them. The September 16
evening performance begins at 7:30 p.m. and runs about 100 minutes without intermission.
This is the production's Broadway At Music Circus premiere.

UC Davis Health Pavilion, 1419 H Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
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(©) IMPOSSIBLE STAGE

Berkeley Storytelling Festival Opens Its First Edition
Impossible Stage, 2033 University Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704
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The inaugural Berkeley Storytelling Festival runs three days at Impossible Stage, presented
by Diaspora Arts Connection. Storytellers, writers and residents share personal narratives
on identity, migration, belonging and memory. Curated performances sit alongside
workshops and an open session where first time tellers give five minute true stories. The
festival closes with a special edition of Third Culture Tales.
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Impossible Stage, 2033 University Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704
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SEP 18 - 7:00 PM

PREMIER MEDIA PARTNER

A Live Journey Through the History of Jazz
The Sofia, Home of B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95816

Saxophonist and composer Jacam Manricks leads a performance tracing major stages in the
development of jazz, from Louis Armstrong and early New Orleans styles through Swing,
Bebop, avant-garde work and jazz-rock fusion. The program combines live performance with
concise musical context, using rhythm, harmony and improvisation to show how the form

OWRANG WEEKLY - 63 - Week of September 14, 2026 - «wi - CONTENTS


https://bstreettheatre.org/music/jazz-the-evolution-of-an-american-artform/

changed across eras.
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The Sofia, Home of B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95816
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SEP 18 - 7:30 PM

WORLD MUSIC SERIES - X DOT 25 MUSIC

HABIB KHANM

INDIAN SITAR MAESTRO

WITH SPECIAL GUE S§is8

FRIDAY - SEPTEMBER 18, 2026 - 7:30.PM

THE ORINDA THEATRE

4 Orinda Way, Orinda, Ll)/{f}rniu

orindatheatre.com - XDOTz25.com

Sitar Meets Persian Song in Orinda
Orinda Theatre, 2 Orinda Theatre Square, Orinda, CA 94563

Sitar master Habib Khan opens the X DOT 25 Music World Series at the Orinda Theatre
with a fusion of Indian raga, Persian music and jazz. Persian vocalist Parisa Vaaleh joins
guitarist Matthew Montfort, multi-instrumentalist Michael Nejad on ney, daf, santoor and
piano, and Satish Tare on tabla. The program includes songs in Persian and the poetry of
Rumi. Friday, September 18, 7:30 to 9:30 PM.
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Orinda Theatre, 2 Orinda Theatre Square, Orinda, CA 94563
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SEP 19 - 7:30 PM

N
51

¥ NOORAVA PRESENTS

Boundless

An unforgettable evening of live
Persian musical performance.

Alireza Shahmohammadi (Vocals)
Pejman Hadadli (Daf, Tonbak)
Behfar Bahadoran (Tar, Setar)

NoorAva Builds a Persian Night Around Rumi at Montalvo
Carriage House Theatre, Montalvo Arts Center, 15400 Montalvo Road, Saratoga, CA 95070

NoorAva's Boundless brings Persian classical music, poetry and storytelling to the Carriage
House Theatre at Montalvo Arts Center in Saratoga, drawing on Rumi and the tradition of
the wisdom of light. Vocalist and composer Alireza Shahmohammadi performs with
percussionist Pejman Hadadi and tar and setar player Behfar Bahadoran. Saturday,
September 19 at 7:30 PM.
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Carriage House Theatre, Montalvo Arts Center, 15400 Montalvo Road, Saratoga, CA 95070
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SEP 20 - 10:00 AM

;““ |

CrockerCon Turns the Museum Into a Free Comics Festival
Crocker Art Museum, 216 O Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

CrockerCon returns as a free, all-ages festival devoted to comics, cartooning and visual
culture, with more than 60 exhibitors and guests, from comic book professionals to local
creators. The day includes a costume parade, video game demos, animated film screenings,
a community LEGO build and a 3D printing lab. Sunday, September 20 from 10 AM to 4 PM
at the Crocker Art Museum. Free for everyone.
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Crocker Art Museum, 216 O Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
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SEP 20 - 2:00 PM

Maren Hassinger Restages Pink Trash on the UC Berkeley
Campus

Crescent Lawn, University of California, Berkeley, Oxford St and Center St, Berkeley, CA 94720

Maren Hassinger restages her 1982 performance Pink Trash on UC Berkeley's Crescent
Lawn as part of BAMPFA's Living Moving Growing exhibition. For the first time, six
Berkeley students join Hassinger in the work. The performance uses discarded material
painted pink to consider waste, public space and the relationship between people and the
environment. The free outdoor event begins at 2 p.m.
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Crescent Lawn, University of California, Berkeley, Oxford St and Center St, Berkeley, CA 94720
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SEP 20 - 6:00 PM

BERKELEY
SEPT 18-20
) FESTIVAL 2026

STORIES THAT
CONNECT US

SUNDAY
6:00 - 8:00 PM

IMPOSSIBLE STAGE

4 TICKETS &
diasporaartsconnection.org/bsf2026

Third Culture Tales Closes Berkeley's First Storytelling
Festival

Impossible Stage, 2033 University Ave, Berkeley, CA 94704

Diaspora Arts Connection ends its first Berkeley Storytelling Festival with a special edition
of Third Culture Tales, its live storytelling series about migration, identity and life between
cultures. A curated lineup of storytellers, artists and performers shares personal stories of
family, displacement, language and finding home. Sunday, September 20 from 6 to 8 PM at
Impossible Stage in Berkeley.
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Impossible Stage, 2033 University Ave, Berkeley, CA 94704
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SEP 23 - 7:00 PM

* ¥

Alex Edelman's Just For Us Opens at Capital Stage
Capital Stage, 2215 | Street, Sacramento, CA 95816

Capital Stage opens its 2026-27 season with Alex Edelman's Just For Us, a solo comedy
based on the comedian's experience entering a gathering of white nationalists in Queens
after encountering antisemitic abuse online. The piece moves through Jewish identity,
assimilation, empathy and the limits of dialogue while retaining the structure of a tightly
paced stand-up story. The run continues through October 25.

Sdi g e sa juo yd saeS Just For Us

Capital Stage, 2215 ] Street, Sacramento, CA 95816
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SEP 23 - 7:30 PM

GH%STBUSTERS

IN CONCERT

Ghostbusters Meets a Live Orchestra
Jackson Hall, Mondavi Center, 523 Mrak Hall Drive, Davis, CA 95616

Mondavi Center puts the 1984 film Ghostbusters on the big screen while a live orchestra
performs Elmer Bernstein's score in sync with the action. The one-night Davis presentation
combines a full film screening with symphonic performance in Jackson Hall, offering
audiences a different way to revisit Ivan Reitman's comedy.
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Jackson Hall, Mondavi Center, 523 Mrak Hall Drive, Davis, CA 95616
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SEP 25 - 4:30 PM
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Directed by AL ASGARI

Four New Iranian Films Premiere at the de Young
Koret Auditorium, de Young museum, 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, San Francisco, CA 94118

Farhang Foundation and the UCLA Film and Television Archive bring the second annual
Celebration of Iranian Cinema to the de Young museum on September 25 and 27. The
program includes San Francisco premieres of Ali Asgari's Divine Comedy, with writer-
director Bahram Ark playing a filmmaker denied a screening permit, and Saeed Roustaee's
Woman and Child, each paired with a short film. The opening session begins Friday at 4:30
PM in Koret Auditorium.
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Koret Auditorium, de Young museum, 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, San Francisco, CA 94118
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SEP 25 - 7:00 PM

True stories take the stage in The Long Way Home
The Sofia, Home of B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95816

The Sofia's In a Nutshell series presents four memorized true stories around a different
theme each month. September's program, The Long Way Home, focuses on journeys,
detours and the complicated idea of finding home. The featured storytellers include
Kathleen Taylor, Ruven Hannah, Maryam Moosavi and Linda Atousa Salimi. The September
25 performance begins at 7 p.m. in Sacramento.
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SEP 26 - 12:30 PM

A new family musical follows one girl's monarch rescue
The Sofia, Home of B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95816

B Street Theatre opens the world premiere of Grace & The Butterfly Effect, a family musical
by Jane Kelley, Clifford Lee Johnson III and Greg Alexander. Grace discovers monarch eggs
after accidentally damaging a neighbor's wildflower garden, then learns how difficult it is to
raise the caterpillars and protect their habitat. The opening performance is September 26 at
12:30 p.m.; the run continues through October 11.
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The Sofia, Home of B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95816
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SEP 26 - 7:00 PM

Irish traditional band Teada marks 25 years at The Sofia
The Sofia, Home of B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95816

Teada, one of Ireland's established traditional music groups, brings its 25th-anniversary
touring program to The Sofia. The ensemble has performed across Europe, North America,
Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Australia while keeping its repertoire rooted in Irish
traditional music. The Sacramento concert is an all-ages performance scheduled for
September 26 at 7 p.m., with doors opening one hour earlier.
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The Sofia, Home of B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95816
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SEP 30 - 7:30 PM

Branford Marsalis and Dianne Reeves Celebrate John
Coltrane

Jackson Hall, Mondavi Center, 523 Mrak Hall Drive, Davis, CA 95616

NEA Jazz Masters Branford Marsalis and Dianne Reeves come together at Mondavi Center
for a centennial tribute to John Coltrane. Reeves joins the Branford Marsalis Quartet for
music inspired by the 1963 album John Coltrane and Johnny Hartman, alongside additional
works from Coltrane's repertoire.
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Jackson Hall, Mondavi Center, 523 Mrak Hall Drive, Davis, CA 95616
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OCT 2 - 8:00 PM

Maziar Miri's First Stage Play Comes to Sacramento

Benvenuti Performing Arts Center, Sacramento, CA

Trust Me!!!, a Persian-language comedy directed by filmmaker Maziar Miri (The Painting
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Pool, Saadat Abad), stops in Sacramento on its US tour. Shabnam Tolouei, Afshin Hashemi,
Shadi Najand and Ahmad Hashemian play Iranian families in America whose parties and
laughter unravel when one secret comes out. Presented by RAD Arts Foundation.

Benvenuti Performing Arts Center, Sacramento, CA
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OCT 3 - 4:00 PM

THE POFPS CHORALE
& ORCHESTRA PRESENTS

AMERICAN
FANDSCAPES

A GALA IXPERIENTE OF
ICOMIC HOLLYWOLND MUS|C

American Landscapes Puts Hollywood Music on the Harris
Center Stage

Harris Center for the Arts, Folsom Lake College, 10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630

The Pops Chorale and Orchestra opens its season with American Landscapes, a gala of
choral, solo and instrumental performances built on western film scores and songs from
American cinema, with dancers and visual effects. The evening begins at 4 PM with a red
carpet welcome, a sparkling drink and light refreshments; the concert starts at 5 PM.
Saturday, October 3 at the Harris Center for the Arts at Folsom Lake College.
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https://www.harriscenter.net/american-landscapes
https://www.harriscenter.net/american-landscapes
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Harris Center for the Arts, Folsom Lake College, 10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630
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