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The Painful Tale of Silence

Iranian artists and cultural figures are living through a strange double
experience these days. The closer we come to the geography of Iran,
the more bitter and painful it grows; the farther we move from it, the
more it turns, at times, into news that brings pride and joy.

Outside Iran, Iranian names are still heard on the world's most
important cultural stages. At the 32nd Sarajevo Film Festival, which
ran through August 21, 2026, Asghar Farhadi received the Honorary
Heart of Sarajevo, and a retrospective of his work was presented in the
festival's special program. He has won two Academy Awards, and his
cinema has long held a place in international cinema.
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In Los Angeles, the exhibition To Share a Stomach has shown another
form of the presence of Iranian art. Twenty-five artists in Iran sent
their ideas and their instructions for making the work, and twenty-four
artists in America carried them out, with varying degrees of
collaboration. The project began in March 2026, in the wake of the
U.S. and Israeli strikes on Iran, and was completed in five compressed
months, through widespread internet blackouts, displacements, and
the loss of studios and artworks inside Iran.

The title itself is part of the story. Aram Moshayedi, who organized the
exhibition, writes in his introduction that it is his own mistranslation of
the Persian word for empathy: the stomach in place of the heart. What
crosses the border does not arrive whole. That incompleteness is the
exhibition's real subject.

In May 2024, after an eight-year prison sentence and a flogging
sentence were upheld against him, Mohammad Rasoulof crossed Iran's
mountain border secretly and on foot. Weeks later his film The Seed of
the Sacred Fig screened in competition at Cannes and won the jury's
Special Prize. A world that had met him at home with prison and lashes
stood up for his film and applauded.

But what is happening inside that same geography, which for centuries

has been a showplace of poetry, music, image and thought? Read
more
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Waiting

Waiting

By Sadegh Hatefi j&ila 3als

Left standing on the crest of this ancient, dust-veiled one,
above the stone cliffs of this mountain,

is the eye of a statue,

or the statue of a distant gaze,

fixed upon this winding road,

waiting for a lone rider

from horizons of meteors and light.

If a century is but a moment,

what endless hours this waiting has been!

Beneath the stony ear of this stone,

what surges rise

within the heart of this earth!

If this deep gaze

would fasten for one moment upon the forest,

or descend from the silent summit toward the plain,
or if it sought to listen

to the voice of the plain, the road, the dense forest,
I would sing into its ear:

Your sorrowful eye, my twin,

has stood and will stand

upon a road this dark.

But along that road, toward this house,

no lone rider will ever ride.

Evin, 9 December 1977

Sadegh Hatefi
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Owrang Editorial - Aug 24, 2026
Durham's New Art Space Opens With Emin, McQueen and
Eliasson

A former military museum in Durham has reopened as The Light after a major
redevelopment. The new gallery combines local history with contemporary art and opens
with work by artists including Tracey Emin, Steve McQueen, Olafur Eliasson, Dan Flavin
and Felix Gonzalez-Torres. The project restores an arts venue that had been closed for a
decade and gives northeast England a new space for large contemporary exhibitions. Read
full article
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MUBI NOTEBOOK

NOJ/FERATU

Aug 21, 2026
Poster of the Week: The Film Posters of David Lance Goines

Adrian Curry looks at the film posters of David Lance Goines, the celebrated Bay Area artist
and printmaker best known for his work for Chez Panisse. Between 1972 and 1983, Goines
designed and printed 24 posters for screenings at the Pacific Film Archive at UC Berkeley,
beginning with an informal collaboration with programmer Tom Luddy, who later co-
founded the Telluride Film Festival. Goines’s style drew heavily on the Arts and Crafts
movement, Read full article
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HYPERALLERGIC

Aug 20, 2026
National Pavilions We Loved at the Venice Biennale

Hrag Vartanian and Aruna D’Souza discuss the national pavilions at the 2026 Venice
Biennale while also defending the pavilion model itself. They argue that despite the
problems inherent in the nation-state, eliminating national pavilions can obscure existing
inequalities and make smaller countries less visible within large international exhibitions. In
the first part of their conversation, they highlight Ecuador and the Democratic Republic of
Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

Aug 18, 2026
Gorgeous Platformer Duskfade Has Echoes of Kingdom
Hearts

Brian Tallerico sees Duskfade as a 3D action platformer clearly indebted to Kingdom Hearts
and PlayStation 2 era games such as Jak & Daxter and Ratchet & Clank. The story follows
Zirian, whose sister is trapped inside a Clock Tower after reality has fractured, forcing him
to travel through different regions and break the chains holding her there. Tallerico
considers the game’s greatest strength to be its visual design. Its constantly changing Read
full article
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The Stranger and the Fog

Dir. Bahram Beyzaie - 1974 - Iran

From Thursday, August 27 to Sunday, August 30, 2026, the American
Cinematheque presents "Bahram Beyzaie: An American Cinematheque
Tribute" at the Los Feliz 3 in Los Angeles, co-presented with the Farhang
Foundation and the PARS Equality Center. The program opens with "Dialogue
with the Wind" and Killing Mad Dogs, followed the next day by "Journey,"
"Uncle Mustache" and Downpour, then Ballad of Tara on Saturday, and on
Sunday, August 30 at six in the evening, Bashu, the Little Stranger and The
Stranger and the Fog back to back.

This is a tribute to Beyzaie following his death. He died on December 26,
2025, on his eighty-seventh birthday, in Palo Alto, California.

The Stranger and the Fog is his second feature. He wrote the screenplay in
1972; shooting took place in Asalem on the Caspian coast across 1972 and
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1973, interrupted by unplanned halts and financial trouble. The film
premiered on December 1, 1974, at the third Tehran International Film
Festival.

A boat drifts out of the fog onto the shore of a village. Rana, who has waited a
year for a husband lost at sea, hopes it has brought him back. But its only
passenger is a wounded man named Ayat, who remembers nothing of his past
except the certainty that his attackers are still after him and will one day
come out of that same fog. The village takes him in, on the condition that he
marry a local woman. Ayat chooses Rana, and from there begin the resistance
and a series of trials.

Three critics, from three parts of the world, have looked at this film from
three angles.

Imogen Sara Smith in Film Comment, introducing the Revivals section of the
New York Film Festival, describes it as an otherworldly, cryptic and visceral
treatment of the archetypal story of a stranger who comes to town, and
places it within a thematic thread on immigration and displacement.

Shahram Ashraf Abyaneh in Tehran approaches the film through the lens of
ritual.... Read more

REVIEWS

Three critics, three angles on this film - handpicked by Owrang:
Imogen Sara Smith, In a Strange Land, Film Comment - Read more
Shahram Ashraf Abyaneh, Mehr News Agency - Read more

Parviz Jahed, Signs and Meaning in Bahram Beyzaie's The Stranger and the

Fog, Phoenix Magazine - Read more

Read full article & reviewsjWhere to stream or rent
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ROGEREBERT.COM

Aug 21, 2026
Alexander Ullom on It Ends

Alexander Ullom discusses how It Ends grew from the simple idea of an endless road into a
metaphor for the uncertainty of entering adulthood. The film follows four friends on an
ordinary drive who realize that the road never ends and that whenever they stop, crowds of
people rush from the woods toward their car. Rather than explaining where they are or why
this is happening, Ullom keeps the focus on the characters and the different ways they
Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

Aug 19, 2026
Locarno 2026: You Don’t Belong Here, Who Is Still Alive,
Sixteen Moments of My Life, Letter From My Village

Robert Daniels’ final dispatch from the 2026 Locarno Film Festival brings together four very
different films linked by resistance to hatred, discrimination, and erasure. Florin Serban’s
You Don’t Belong Here, winner of the Golden Leopard, unfolds in a small Romanian town
where a racist attack against the Romani community gradually exposes toxic masculinity,
parental failure, and social indifference. Nicolas Wadimoff’s Who Is Still Alive is a Read full
article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

Aug 19, 2026
I Was Compelled to Revisit: Rory Kennedy on Freefall: A
Reckoning for Boeing

Nell Minow speaks with Rory Kennedy about Freefall: A Reckoning for Boeing, her follow-up
to the 2022 documentary Downfall: The Case Against Boeing. While Downfall focused on the
two 737 MAX crashes that killed 346 people, Freefall examines what happened afterward
and centers the whistleblowers who warned that Boeing’s once-celebrated quality control
had been sacrificed to cost-cutting and executive incentives. Kennedy says she felt
compelled to Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

Locarno Film Festival 2026: 17 Urgent Hollywood Blacklist
Films

Marya E. Gates reports on Locarno’s 2026 retrospective Red & Black: Hollywood Left and
the Blacklist, a 50-film program curated by Ehsan Khoshbakht that examines the Hollywood
blacklist and the damage caused by the House Un-American Activities Committee. Over six
days, Gates watched 17 films that together tell a story of artistic resistance, political
persecution, and careers destroyed because filmmakers refused to conform or cooperate.
The Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

Aug 17, 2026

An Incredible Light: Hayden Panettiere (1989-2026)

Brian Tallerico remembers Hayden Panettiere, the star of Heroes, Nashville, and Scream,
by tracing a career that began almost in infancy and continued until her death at 36.
Panettiere appeared in commercials before she was a year old and began acting in
television at five. Her role as Claire Bennet in Heroes made her a household name in 2006,
while Nashville later gave her an opportunity to move beyond the image that had defined
her early fame. Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

Aug 17, 2026
How I Spent Another Summer Vacation at the Drive-In

Collin Souter recounts another summer road trip with his wife to four drive-in theaters
across the United States, focusing less on nostalgia than on how these venues have survived
and adapted. He notes that drive-ins never entirely disappeared, and many have remained
open through younger owners, digital projection, online ticketing, and social media. At the
same time, traditions such as double features still distinguish them from modern Read full
article

Soorbls sblaipw ju K8 iliul
om 50wl slalatuas < S o 5550l 1 S 0 3K m3 41le5 b 555k s 5Tyt Wlotin ol ol 5 S 3l
sl 31 saliiw! 5 ey il Gigyd Jliass @la, iS5 (oSl 51 @lo3l Juui U Ll 51 s by g aiais aal SIS

51 e by aia el S UL oo Glulad Jie peaad sl S5is pimar (s e 5o aileaile Jlad lines elaial

Lalsl Hlines «S cuwl Wilsliwy ;o Mahoning Drive-In yiw las Kiwy! o e 51 (S ool cuy 5o

OWRANG WEEKLY - 22 - Week of August 31, 2026 - <wui - CONTENTS


https://www.rogerebert.com/features/how-i-spent-another-summer-vacation-at-the-drive-in
https://www.rogerebert.com/features/how-i-spent-another-summer-vacation-at-the-drive-in
https://www.rogerebert.com/features/how-i-spent-another-summer-vacation-at-the-drive-in
https://owrang.org/weekly/#n_874809d745cb5c399d67fec193d0062e

ROGEREBERT.COM
Locarno 2026: I Rarely Wake Up Dreaming, Hearing, Bruton

Robert Daniels’ report from the 2026 Locarno Film Festival looks at three films with very
different strengths. Isabel Stever’s I Rarely Wake Up Dreaming follows Ole, a trans man,
and his fiancée Olia at the beginning of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. As war, nationalism,
and discrimination close in around them, Ole’s identity becomes something others force him
to weigh against the expectation that he should fight. Daniels praises Markus Breit’s Read
full article
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THE QUIETUS

Aug 21, 2026

Sarah Davachi: The Will of Tongues

Auden Alsop reviews Sarah Davachi’s The Will of Tongues as the culmination of years spent
exploring historical instruments, alternative tuning systems, texture, and harmonic
structure. The album uses reconstructed period winds, historically tuned organs, and an
abstracted Renaissance choral form, with collaborators including Whitney Johnson, Eyvind
Kang, and Lucy Railton. Running for more than two hours, the record makes duration
central to its Read full article
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Aug 20, 2026
The Offensive Friend: Huey Lewis and the News’ Fore! at 40

Tariqg Goddard returns to Fore! by Huey Lewis and the News forty years after its release,
revisiting an album he listened to almost daily at age eleven before abandoning it for
decades. Rather than defending the record, the essay becomes a reflection on changing
taste and the relationship between music and memory. Goddard asks why some albums
from adolescence retain their emotional force while others, despite once being loved
intensely, become Read full article
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BOOKS-ou<

BOOK OF THE WEEK

5 RAY BRADBURY |
Fahrenheit

Fahrenheit 451

By Owrang Editorial

On the anniversary of the birth of the book's author, Ray Bradbury

August 22 is the anniversary of Ray Bradbury's birth. Born in Illinois in 1920,
he wrote hundreds of short stories over his lifetime, along with works such as
The Martian Chronicles and The Illustrated Man. But his name is tied, more

than to any other work, to a novel published in 1953: Fahrenheit 451. In 2012
the Library of Congress placed it on its list of eighty-eight Books That Shaped

America.

The story is set in a future in which owning books is forbidden and firemen,
rather than putting out fires, are charged with finding and burning books.
Guy Montag is one of those firemen, a man who has done his job for years
without question until an encounter with a curious young woman named
Clarisse disturbs the apparent calm of his world.

Since its publication, the most common reading of Fahrenheit 451 has taken
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it as a warning about censorship, book burning, and the control of thought. It
was written at a time when the memory of the Nazi book burnings was still
fresh, and when America was living through the Cold War, McCarthyism, and
anti-communist investigations of writers, artists, and filmmakers.

But Bradbury himself later emphasized another side of his work. In its note
on the novel, the Library of Congress writes that although most
interpretations have focused on book burning as an instrument of censorship,
Bradbury said the novel is about how television reduces knowledge to
scattered factoids and destroys the appetite for reading.

That difference in reading turned out to matter a great deal. In the novel, the
disappearance of books is not only the result of a government order. Captain
Beatty explains to Montag that society itself has gradually drawn away from
books that are difficult, that provoke disagreement, that cause discomfort, or
that oblige a person to think. One of the novel's most quoted lines is his: a
book is a loaded gun in the house next door.

That sentence has been repeated many times since, in arguments over
censorship and book bans.

In his later writing and talks, Bradbury returned again and again to the
question of books and censorship. Another line often attributed to him
extends the meaning of burning a book beyond fire: there is more than one
way to destroy a book, and one of them is to make people stop reading it.

The fate of Fahrenheit 451 itself became one of the famous ironies in the
history of publishing.... Continue reading

About the book
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NPR ARTS

Aug 21, 2026
The Dog Stars Novelist Peter Heller Drew on Real-Life
Survival Skills

NPR revisits Dave Davies’s 2012 interview with Peter Heller as Ridley Scott’s film
adaptation of The Dog Stars prepares for release. Before writing the novel, Heller was best
known for nonfiction about adventure and the outdoors, and he says he began the book
without even knowing it would become a post-apocalyptic story. The Dog Stars follows Hig,
a survivor of a devastating pandemic who lives at a small Colorado airport with his dog
Jasper and Read full article
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Aug 21, 2026

Weekly Dispatches From the Frontlines of World Literature

Asymptote’s weekly dispatch turns to the Philippines and Czechia. In the Philippines, human
rights activists and members of the literary community gathered at the University of the
Philippines to launch LAYA, a campaign calling for the immediate release of political
prisoners. The event also marked the publication of Pansamantalang Mundo, an anthology
written by incarcerated women and developed through nearly two years of prison visits and
Read full article
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ELECTRIC LITERATURE

EMIiL WilsoN

Aug 21, 2026

7 Graphic Novels That Build Stories from Fragments

Emil Wilson highlights seven graphic novels that use collage, photography, letters, notes,
and handmade techniques as essential parts of their storytelling. What connects these books
is that their visual materials are not decorative additions but active elements of the
narrative. In Don’t Go Where I Can’t Follow, Anders Nilsen documents his fiancée’s illness

and death through sketches, letters, photographs, and journal fragments. Nora Krug’s Read
full article
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LITHUB

Aug 21, 2026

A Literary Haunting: What the Ghost of Sylvia Plath Taught
Me About Grief

Abigail Rose-Marie reflects on the connection between personal grief, Sylvia Plath, and her
novel White Rabbit. At twenty-four, while mourning the loss of her father’s second wife, a
woman who had been a maternal presence throughout much of her childhood, Rose-Marie
found herself returning to Plath and to writing as a place where grief could exist. In White
Rabbit, eleven-year-old Penelope encounters the ghost of Sylvia Plath shortly after her Read
full article
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LITHUB

Aug 21, 2026
Ways of Connecting: On Writing That Marries the
Psychological, the Personal and the Political

Faraaz Mahomed speaks with Damon Galgut about his debut novel Mother/Land and the
way his work in psychology, mental health, and human rights intersects with fiction. The
novel moves between Cape Town and New York and follows Salim, a character marked by
displacement, fractured identity, and estrangement from his past. Mahomed connects these
themes to his own family history, particularly the forced removal of his great-grandfather
under South Read full article
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ASYMPTOTE JOURNAL

IN
CONVER

SATION:
Takami
Nieda

Aug 20, 2026
An Interview with Takami Nieda on Translating Yusuke
Norishiro

In Xiao Yue Shan’s conversation with Takami Nieda, translator of Yusuke Norishiro’s
Traveling Practice, the focus falls on the novel’s subtle language, silences, memory, and
attention to place. The book follows an author and his young niece on a six-day journey
along the Tone River, using walking, writing, and close observation to explore how
experience becomes memory. Nieda explains that her translation aimed to preserve the
novel’s leisurely Read full article
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PUBLIC BOOKS

Aug 19, 2026
Literature in the Time of Suicide

Carolyn Fornoff reads two recently translated Latin American books together to examine
how literature approaches suicide, grief, and violence. Antonio Di Benedetto’s The Suicides,
first published in 1969 and now translated by Esther Allen, follows a journalist approaching
the age of 33, the same age at which his father died by suicide. Rather than confronting that
history directly, he turns an investigation of local suicides into another form of Read full
article
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ASYMPTOTE JOURNAL

TRANSLATION TUESDAY: TUNISIA

Aug 18, 2026
Translation Tuesday: Excerpts from Bed of Jasmine by Hella
Feki

Hella Feki’s Bed of Jasmine recounts Tunisia’s 2011 Jasmine Revolution through four voices,
three human narrators and a prison cell. Translator Rhiannon Lawrence describes this
polyphonic structure as a way of portraying the revolution across different generations,
genders, and social classes while creating a counter-narrative to state censorship and
propaganda. The two excerpts published by Asymptote follow Mehdi, a 28-year-old
journalist Read full article
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PARIS REVIEW

Aug 17, 2026
James Joyces’s Baby Impressions and Other Awkward
Pleasures of Literary Biography

Daisy Hildyard reflects on literary biography through a rereading of Hermione Lee’s
conversation with Louisa Thomas about the art of biography. She begins from the idea that
everyone practices biography in some form, whether speaking at a funeral, rewriting a
résumeé, or gossiping, because all of these acts require us to decide what gives a life shape
and meaning. Hildyard is drawn to the genre’s odd and intimate details, from James Joyce
doing Read full article

19! i Buis pusilali slawsit

crplia 51 sitali Sui3 5in a5l pulesi 34sl U s 8 sendS lsasl dilgs & caiblooly onl 5o 9)lala 500
S (Suij 3l awlpe o i el 58 Wl Kuis b gesi 4 Lo doa ol Sl 4 a5 oo ol el Suij sl sibo
S dn (Sai3 Sy K pread pisla b i oe o oL oslioe s b eiSice i3l 1 958 g3 pusSioe

13t lae wili 50 e il G Rutuy i Kais dilogain 5 cne lisa 51 oskuka wcrwl vga o 5o Gen 4 5 9,k

Glal (Jla ol bl glen 51 adaiie e 5y geni b ssiwdgi glic slacwsle U Lui g joun b

OWRANG WEEKLY - 38 - Week of August 31, 2026 - <wui - CONTENTS


https://www.theparisreview.org/blog/2026/08/17/james-joycess-baby-impressions-and-other-awkward-pleasures-of-literary-biography/
https://www.theparisreview.org/blog/2026/08/17/james-joycess-baby-impressions-and-other-awkward-pleasures-of-literary-biography/
https://www.theparisreview.org/blog/2026/08/17/james-joycess-baby-impressions-and-other-awkward-pleasures-of-literary-biography/
https://owrang.org/weekly/#n_73422b5da8496636cef3f1e416b84b91

PUBLIC BOOKS

Cautery

Translated by
Maureen Shaughnessy

Aug 13, 2026
Conflicted Futures, Convex Literatures

Sam Carter reviews Lucia Lijtmaer’s Cautery and Julia Kornberg’s Berlin Atomized together
to examine how novels can create connections across different times, places, and political
crises. Cautery alternates between a contemporary woman in Barcelona, whose relationship
leaves her increasingly isolated, and Deborah Moody, a 17th-century woman confronting
similar restrictions in colonial society. The narratives do not neatly merge, but their Read
full article
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PUBLIC BOOKS

Aug 11, 2026
Adventures Newly Narrated: Jessica Francis Kane on
Penelope Fitzgerald’s Lost Adventure

Sylvia Brownrigg speaks with Jessica Francis Kane about Fonseca, a novel that fictionalizes
one of the strange episodes in Penelope Fitzgerald’s life that Fitzgerald herself never turned
into fiction. In 1952, Fitzgerald travelled to Mexico with her six-year-old son Valpy in
pursuit of a possible inheritance, leaving her husband and young daughter in London. Kane,
working with the cooperation of Fitzgerald’s children, reconstructs that journey Read full
article
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ELECTRIC LITERATURE
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ALEXA YASEMIN BRAHME A Novel

Aug 11, 2026

3 Debut Authors Discuss How to Live in the Hypothetical

Kyla D. Walker speaks with debut novelists Alexa Yasemin Brahme, Sonia Feldman, and
Vincent Yu about building fiction from hypothetical questions and life-changing choices.
Brahme’s Good News follows Maggie, a Turkish American MFA student navigating New
York’s art world while confronting competing versions of the life she might choose.
Feldman’s Girl’s Girl centers on Mina during a humid Ohio summer between her first and
second years of high Read full article

ST lea o8 (Suis g 5 Se3l suiu s duw

S5l oliwls pialu o)l oo iy g g el Wisu oy raunly LusIT (Lo ol saiuy o 4w b S .50 DS
GoOd .aiay iy (Suiy S e aiil gi e 4S 0358 jaie glaolail 5 oley dw o aiS o K gend o jd Ly
lapranai il 5o 1y oia lKisel [ ol ( Ko g 9538 o0 SHs18 jualas sia slind o day 4 News
Jlds salagl 5o byl 5o 1) lge alidy dlsa ot liwls Geali il Girl's Girl .aas ce 518 GMésa 5 dble (asid
s 4 s Seek Immediate Shelter .cow! s 8 L il ga si saias JSub slady yai g Gudie « lwgs ol 4S WIS o

sl

OWRANG WEEKLY - 41 - Week of August 31, 2026 - <wui - CONTENTS


https://electricliterature.com/3-debut-authors-discuss-how-to-live-in-the-hypothetical/
https://electricliterature.com/3-debut-authors-discuss-how-to-live-in-the-hypothetical/
https://owrang.org/weekly/#n_839a171a2729f3eb247f920ce61b3a6a

PUBLIC BOOKS

Aug 10, 2026

Every Novel Is Boring, Until It Isn’t

Emma Adler writes about the moment when a reader’s relationship with a novel suddenly
changes. She calls this moment the volta, borrowing a term from poetry that means a turn.
For Adler, many novels begin slowly and can feel difficult or even boring, but at some point
something shifts and reading changes from an obligation into an experience of real
momentum and pleasure. To explore this idea, she asked several friends to read Graham
Greene’s Read full article
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LOCAL NEWS -l ,lal

LOCAL NEWS

Owrang Editorial - Aug 10, 2026
Owrang Institute's Acting Classes Are Held at NV Martial
Arts and Fitness in Fair Oaks

At NV Martial Arts and Fitness Academy in Fair Oaks, alongside the athletic programs,
Persian dance and daf classes run throughout the year. Both are hard to find in the
Sacramento area, and there are few places to learn them. In addition to the dance and
music classes, the Owrang Institute's acting classes will now also be held at this location.
The acting classes meet on Sundays from 2 to 5 in the afternoon. A Pilates class, led by
Golnaz Read full article
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MUSIC

Owrang Editorial - Aug 24, 2026

Merola's 2026 Finale Puts a New Generation of Opera
Singers on Stage

San Francisco Classical Voice reviews the 2026 Merola Opera Program Grand Finale at the
War Memorial Opera House. Twenty-eight young artists performed music ranging from
grand opera and zarzuela to Korean art song and popular repertoire. The review focuses on
individual voices that stood out during brief appearances and on Merola's continuing role as
a training ground for singers at the beginning of professional careers. Read full article
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SF CLASSICAL VOICE

Aug 18, 2026

The Bay Area’s Century-Old Mother Lode of Musical Gold

Janos Gereben looks at the Bay Area’s long history of nurturing and launching major
musical talent. The article begins with a reference to Ted Huffman, general director of the
Festival d’Aix, whose early career included an apprentice year with the Merola Opera
Program, and expands from there into a broader survey of musicians with Bay Area roots.
Gereben points to institutions such as the Merola and Adler programs, the San Francisco
Conservatory Read full article
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ART

Owrang Editorial - Aug 24, 2026
Nengi Omuku Brings Contemporary Nigeria Into the de
Young's African Galleries

KQED looks at Nengi Omuku's first solo museum exhibition in the United States, installed
within the de Young Museum's permanent African art galleries. Her paintings on traditional
Nigerian sanyan fabric appear alongside historic objects from the collection. The pairing
draws connections among family, collective memory, protest, mourning and community
while placing contemporary Nigerian painting in direct conversation with older artistic
Read full article
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UPCOMING EVENTS -Lulys,

AUG 28 - 7:00 PM

Sacramento Stories Take the Stage in a Nutshell
The Sofia, Home of B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95816

The Sofia's In a Nutshell storytelling series returns, with performers telling memorized
personal stories built around a shared theme. The form draws on live storytelling and solo
performance traditions, and each edition brings a new group of tellers and a different
subject. The August evening begins at 7 p.m.
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AUG 28 - 7:00 PM

State of Play Opens Four Days of Contemporary Dance at
ODC

ODC Theater, 3153 17th St, San Francisco, CA 94110

ODC Theater's State of Play festival runs August 27 through 30 with premieres, works in
progress and short-form performances by Bay Area and visiting dance artists. The August
28 opening-night program features Dragons Dance and Erin Yen, Johnny Huy Nguyen and
Boston-based Laila J. Franklin with BABYBABYBABY. The evening continues with an after-
party, while additional performances and workshops run throughout the weekend.
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AUG 28 - 7:30 PM

Pokemon Music Gets a Classical Trio Treatment at Grace
Cathedral

Grace Cathedral, 1100 California Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

Sixth Station Trio performs music from the Pokemon games at Grace Cathedral in
arrangements for violin, cello and piano. The San Francisco-based musicians bring a
chamber-music approach to familiar themes from the series as well as lesser-known pieces.
The trio includes Anju Goto, Federico Strand Ramirez and Katelyn Tan. The concert begins
at 7:30 p.m., with cathedral seating opening thirty minutes earlier.
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AUG 29 - 3:00 PM

Two Hawaiian Halau Present Ea Na Pua Hoike 2026
Harris Center for the Arts, 10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630

Halau Ka Waikahe Lani Malie and Halau Kahulaliwai present their annual hoike, the recital
in which a hula school shows a year's work in public. The form combines chant, dance and
costume and carries stories from Hawaiian oral tradition. The afternoon performance takes
place on the Harris Center main stage and begins at 3 p.m.
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AUG 29 - 7:00 PM

Jessica Malone Brings Northern California Folk to The Sofia
The Sofia, Home of B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Ave, Sacramento, CA 95816

Northern California singer-songwriter Jessica Malone performs at The Sofia with music that
draws from folk, indie songwriting and Laurel Canyon harmonies. Malone has appeared at
the Mondavi Center, Harris Center and regional festivals and released the album Gold
Flowers of the West in 2024. Her Sacramento concert is an all-ages performance and begins
at 7 p.m., with doors opening one hour before the show.
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The Sofia, Home of B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Ave, Sacramento, CA 95816
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BAMPFA Screens Marlon Riggs' Tongues Untied

Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive, 2155 Center St, Berkeley, CA 94720

BAMPFA screens Marlon Riggs' 1989 documentary Tongues Untied as part of Made in
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Berkeley: The House That Zaentz Built. Riggs combines poetry, performance, music and
documentary form in a work about Black gay identity, racism and homophobia. The film is
paired with The Barber of Birmingham: Foot Soldier of the Civil Rights Movement. The
screening begins at 7 p.m. on August 29.
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Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive, 2155 Center St, Berkeley, CA 94720
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AUG 30 - 3:00 PM

-1 PERFORMING ARTS CONCERTS

Live in Concert! 77/ The Solid Gold Hits of Chicago

SUNDAY AUGUST 30, 2026

\ Harris 10 Collage Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630
Center 916-608-6888 | www.harriscenter.net

Chicago's Songbook Gets a Full Horn-Section Tribute in
Folsom

Harris Center for the Arts, 10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630

Chicago: The Tribute brings an eight-piece band to Harris Center for a program built
around the music of Chicago. The set draws from songs including 25 or 6 to 4, Saturday in
the Park, If You Leave Me Now and You're the Inspiration. The arrangements retain the
horn section and layered rock instrumentation that became central to the original band's
sound over five decades.
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Harris Center for the Arts, 10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630
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SEP 4 - 7:30 PM
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Tracy Lawrence Brings Three Decades of Country Music to
Folsom

Harris Center for the Arts, 10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630

Country singer Tracy Lawrence comes to Harris Center with a catalog spanning more than
thirty years. Lawrence has recorded 18 number-one singles and sold more than 13 million
albums while continuing to tour and release new music. His Folsom appearance follows
recent tours with artists including Riley Green, Luke Bryan and Lainey Wilson and a series
of sold-out performances at Nashville's Ryman Auditorium.
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Harris Center for the Arts, 10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630

L)€ 5o Sy o, laut Saal ST VA 5l ooyl o St (us s 4 osa cugdlad das duw 31 Gy T 51 slie game U GuiyY o i

OWRANG WEEKLY - 53 - Week of August 31, 2026 - <wui - CONTENTS


https://www.harriscenter.net/hca/img/features/2026/HCA-TracyLawrence-evt.jpg
https://www.harriscenter.net/hca/img/features/2026/HCA-TracyLawrence-evt.jpg

BRICICE R N RY 84i ) 6[);'\5 &u\}n)m’qgw u.u.i)y MIMKMQJ&LA \thu:"luﬁd'!'ﬁ&:@)jd“‘)b
sl 5u dusddi craaly Gl 5o 5 4ibls 558 Gsmalis il 5 Ol Sol e S Ul Hoa ilsieyia b sl sladle

w0058 51851 Ghgodn

SEP 6 - 1:00 PM

World Arts West Brings Global Dance to the Presidio

Presidio Tunnel Tops, East Meadow, 210 Lincoln Boulevard, San Francisco, CA 94129

World Arts West closes its 2026 festival with an afternoon of dance at Presidio Tunnel Tops.
The program includes Academy of Danse Libre, Amazed by Grace Dance Ministry, Los
Lupenos de San Jose and Japanese yosakoi group Uzumaru. Community Brazilian and line-
dance sessions are also planned. The free outdoor program runs from 1 to 4 p.m. and
welcomes audiences of all ages.
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Presidio Tunnel Tops, East Meadow, 210 Lincoln Boulevard, San Francisco, CA 94129
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SEP 6 - 7:30 PM

Mariachi Herencia de Mexico Honors Juan Gabriel
Harris Center for the Arts, 10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630

The Chicago ensemble, formed out of a music education programme for children of Mexican
immigrants and twice nominated for a Latin Grammy, devotes this programme to the
songbook of Juan Gabriel, the Mexican singer and composer who died in 2016. Fourteen
musicians perform. The concert takes place on the Harris Center main stage and begins at
7:30 p.m.

Harris Center for the Arts, 10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630
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SEP 9 - 7:00 PM

Matt Schofield Marks 20 Years as a Solo Artist at The Sofia
The Sofia, Home of B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Ave, Sacramento, CA 95816

British-born guitarist Matt Schofield brings his trio to The Sofia as part of the twentieth
anniversary of his solo career. Schofield has spent more than three decades performing
blues and has appeared at festivals including Montreal and North Sea Jazz. The Sacramento
show reunites him with his original trio format and centers on the fluid phrasing and
electric guitar work that have defined his recordings and live performances.
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The Sofia, Home of B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Ave, Sacramento, CA 95816
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SEP 12 - 7:00 PM

The Sofia, Home of B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Ave, Sacramento, CA 95816

Singer and guitarist Mike Masse returns to The Sofia with acoustic arrangements of classic
rock songs. Masse built a large audience through online performances and has also sung
with members of Boston and performed Beatles material with orchestral accompaniment.
His Sacramento program draws from several decades of rock and reduces familiar songs to
voice, guitar and close acoustic arrangements. The concert is open to all ages.
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The Sofia, Home of B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Ave, Sacramento, CA 95816
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SEP 12 - 8:00 PM
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Manijeh Mohamedi Stages a Persian Adaptation of
Scorched in Richmond

Central Stage, 5221 Central Ave, Richmond, CA 94804

Manijeh Mohamedi writes and directs a Persian-language adaptation of Wajdi Mouawad's
Scorched, the play about twins who open their mother's letters and follow them back into a
war she never spoke of. Four performances only, on September 12, 13, 19 and 20. The cast
includes Mohammad Eskandari, Azita Setoudeh, Behzad Golemohammadi, Mahyar Ghobadi,
Behrad Mansouri, Negar Monazzami and Rana Pourmohamad. Proceeds go to families
affected by war in

digaa y 5o Gdelan s3uie la SIS 4 gt ay uiiil sades (BISY
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SEP 18 - 7:00 PM
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Berkeley Storytelling Festival Opens Its First Edition
Impossible Stage, 2033 University Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704

The inaugural Berkeley Storytelling Festival runs three days at Impossible Stage, presented
by Diaspora Arts Connection. Storytellers, writers, community leaders and residents share
personal narratives on identity, migration, belonging and memory. The program mixes
curated performances with an open session where first time tellers give five minute true
stories, plus interactive workshops. The festival closes with a special edition of Third
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SEP 20 - 2:00 PM

Maren Hassinger Restages Pink Trash on the UC Berkeley
Campus

Crescent Lawn, University of California, Berkeley, Oxford St and Center St, Berkeley, CA 94720

Maren Hassinger restages her 1982 performance Pink Trash on UC Berkeley's Crescent
Lawn as part of BAMPFA's Living Moving Growing exhibition. For the first time, six
Berkeley students join Hassinger in the work. The performance uses discarded material
painted pink to consider waste, public space and the relationship between people and the
environment. The free outdoor event begins at 2 p.m.
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Crescent Lawn, University of California, Berkeley, Oxford St and Center St, Berkeley, CA 94720
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