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Culture, Art, and the
Constitutional Revolution: A
120-Year Struggle, and Still
Counting

Ahmad Kasravi's Eighteen-Year History of Azerbaijan, and after it his
History of the Iranian Constitution, may be counted among the finest
and the most reliable research ever done on the Constitutional
Revolution, on those who led it and on those who made it, and among
the most exact records of its events.

He says that two groups had a part in that revolution:

the ministers and men of standing; 2. the bazaar merchants and the
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nameless, unglorified people.

The first group were hesitant, friends who went only half the way. In
truth the history should be written in the name of the second group,
the nameless people, who gave thousands of precious lives to this
movement.

(Let me add that there was a third group as well, one whose part in the
process cannot be denied: the writers, the artists, the poets and the
journalists, who are the real subject of this piece.)

Kasravi goes on to say that between the death of Karim Khan Zand in
1193 and the death of Fath-Ali Shah in 1250, a great deal happened in
Europe: the French upheaval, the rise of Napoleon, the appearance of
new instruments and new discoveries. Iran, meanwhile, remained
untouched by all of it and unaware.

The arrival of Mirza Taghi Khan Farahani, Amir Kabir, as chancellor to
Naser al-Din Shah, and the reforms he began, opened a new chapter,
above all the founding of the Dar al-Fonun in Tehran and the invitation
of foreign teachers to lecture there. But the clerics, together with the
courtiers who saw their own position endangered, could not endure his
reforms, and worked upon the Shah until he dismissed Amir Kabir and
then ordered his death. The season of awakening, however, had
already begun. Mirza Hassan Tabrizi, known as Roshdieh, founded the
first modern school in Tabriz, with lessons and textbooks he had Read
more
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Sadegh Hatefi - Aug 7, 2026 - Read full article
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Presence

In every cry of the wind,

like prey caught in the silver net of moonlight,

in the struggles of the peak with the silken, azure cloud,

in every song of love,

like the rain-bringing melodies of the dry season,
you cried out your presence,

you made me flourish.

You, a muffled resonance,

the echo of a distant voice;

you, a warm roar

in the cellar of a snowbound night;

a beautiful moment of calm

in the wild onslaught of the storm.

You cried out the moment's enduring resonance,
you made me flourish.

Sadegh Hatefi

19 Dey 1356, Evin
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By Mohammad Mohammadseifi jéiwisas sons
Cinema Dezhban

You come off Berlin Street into Lalehzar with your cap off as always, the coarse dust-colored
army shirt hanging loose over your trousers, walking slowly toward the stop of the green
double-decker buses at Tupkhaneh Square. Most of the shops are closed, but the peddlers
have spread their wares along the corners of the sidewalk. There is nothing worth a second
glance: secondhand electrical goods, glass-fronted boxes crammed with cheap perfumes,
oversized rings and switchblades. A few have pinned posters of landscapes and foreign

movie stars to the rolled-down shutters of the closed shops.

You are standing before a poster of Charles Bronson in Red Sun, his revolver aimed straight
at you and a foolish grin on his lips, when, reaching the photographs of Alain Delon, you
notice the military police, the dezhban, on the far side of the street. Quickly you put on the
army cap and bend its visor down over your forehead. The old man pasting posters to the
walls stops working and stares at you. In fact the whole sidewalk is watching you, as if they
already know what is about to happen; perhaps they have watched soldiers seized by the
MPs many times before. One of the MPs points you out to his partner, and only now do you

remember that you have left your leave pass back at the barracks. For a few moments the
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images line up in your head: arrest by the MPs, the cells of Central Dezhban, your sister's
worried face, she who sits by the front door every Friday waiting for you to come, and her
children, who always spot you from far off and run toward you with joy... The taste of the
chocolate in your mouth turns bitter and more bitter, and suddenly you decide to run. The
MPs, for whom this seems to be routine work, read your hand and break into a run. You step

off the sidewalk into Read more
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Owrang Editorial - Aug 2, 2026
A Century of Animation at the Museum of Modern Art

The Museum of Modern Art in New York opened It's Alive! A Century of Animation from the
Collection on August 1, 2026. With work by more than 35 artists and filmmakers, it covers
over a hundred years of the form. The exhibition centres on New York and how the city
stayed a hub for animation. Felix the Cat, Koko the Clown and Gertie the Dinosaur show
how much character-based animation mattered in the silent era, from the 1890s to the
1920s, and Read full article
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ART

Owrang Editorial - Aug 2, 2026
Betye Saar, a Founder of the Black Arts Movement in

American Art, Has Died

Betye Saar, the American artist who built work about identity, resistance and memory out of
discarded objects and racist imagery, died in her sleep at her home in Los Angeles on
Sunday. She was 99, only days short of her hundredth birthday. Saar was a defining figure
of the Black Arts Movement and a pioneer of assemblage. Her best known work, The
Liberation of Aunt Jemima (1972), sets a grinning mammy figure in a knotted headscarf and
a loud Read full article
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Owrang Editorial - Aug 2, 2026

A Sepehri Painting Breaks the Tehran Auction Record

Sohrab Sepehri's High Horizon sold for 38.5 billion tomans at the 25th Tehran Auction, the
highest price in all twenty five editions of the sale. Its base price had been set at 27.5 billion
tomans. The edition, titled Modern, Classic, and Traditional Iranian Art, was held on the
evening of Friday, July 17 at the Parsian Azadi Hotel in Tehran. Of 100 works by 80 artists,
96 sold, for a total of 464 billion 266 million tomans. After the Read full article
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NPR ARTS

- Jul 31, 2026

Celebrating Tony Bennett at 100

To mark the centenary of the birth of the American singer Tony Bennett, NPR's Fresh Air
has broadcast an appreciation of his career along with a few of his lesser-known songs.
Bennett, who died in 2023, was known for hits including Rags to Riches, I Wanna Be Around
and I Left My Heart in San Francisco. He was born Anthony Benedetto, and early in his
career Bob Hope suggested he take the stage name Tony Bennett. A lifelong New Yorker, he
had a Read full article
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THE QUIETUS

- Jul 31, 2026
The Reissue of a Forgotten Album of Dark French
Electronica

Visions of Sodal Ye by Mar-Vista, first released in 1976, is available again after fifty years.
Writing in The Quietus, Warren Hatter calls it a coherent, perfectly formed record that
deserves a far larger audience than the handful of people who heard it the first time around.
Mar-Vista was the work of Claude Cuvelier and Jean Skowron, two music obsessives living
in the provincial north of France. After the professional French labels turned Read full
article
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HYPERALLERGIC

-Jul 30, 2026
Simone Forti, Pioneering Artist of Movement and Chance,

Dies at 91

Simone Forti, the Italian-American choreographer, performer and artist who transformed
the boundary between dance, performance art and the visual arts, died on the morning of
Wednesday, July 29, 2026, at her home in Los Angeles. The news was given by Jason
Underhill, her longtime assistant and a trustee of the Simone Forti Art Trust. No cause has
been stated, though she had spoken openly for years about living with Parkinson's disease.
Writing a Read full article
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THE QUIETUS

-Jul 30, 2026

XXXXX: Arca's Raw and Restless Return After Five Years

Arca, the Venezuelan musician and producer born Alejandra Ghersi Rodriguez in Caracas in
1989, is back after five years with XXXXX, a sixteen-track, forty-seven-minute album
released by XL Recordings. It was first meant to be a mixtape, but she changed her mind
and let it become an album without sanding off what made it a mixtape. She has called the
decision mischievous, a way of interrupting the autopilot that five years of silence tends to
Read full article
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FILM OF THE WEEK

Wild Strawberries

Dir. Ingmar Bergman - 1957 - Sweden

The year 2026 marks the centenary of the birth of Ingrid Thulin, who plays
Marianne in Wild Strawberries: the one person who tells Isak Borg the truth
to his face, and the mirror in which the old man is forced to look at himself.
Here Bergman set past and present within a single frame, without drawing a
line between them, and raised a question: when the road of a life runs only
one way, how can the past be made good? The film received the Golden Bear
and the FIPRESCI Prize at the Berlin Film Festival and the Pasinetti Award at
Venice in 1958, won the Golden Globe for Best Foreign Language Film in
1960, and was nominated for the Academy Award for best screenplay written
directly for the screen.

1. The Story of One Day and One Lifetime

OWRANG WEEKLY - 17 - Week of August 10, 2026 - <wui - CONTENTS



Isak Borg, a retired physician and bacteriologist of seventy eight, sets out one
summer morning from Stockholm for Lund, where, fifty years after taking his
doctorate, he is to receive the honorary title of Doctor Jubilaris. His daughter-
in-law Marianne, separated from his son and pregnant, travels with him. A
road that should take a few hours turns slowly into a journey across the whole
of Isak's life, as though a man were looking at his entire existence in the
course of a single day.

The film opens with a nightmare: an empty street, a clock without hands, a
man who turns to reveal that he has no face, and a horseless carriage whose
wheel catches on a lamppost, spilling a coffin onto the pavement. A hand
reaches out of the coffin, and when Isak bends down he sees that the dead
man lying inside is himself. In those first minutes Bergman lays out the entire
film before us: time, death, solitude, and a man compelled to return to his
own life before death arrives.

Then the journey begins. On the way, Isak stops at the summer house of his
childhood. Bergman uses none of the usual signals for entering the past. He
draws no clear border between dream and reality and gives the viewer no
time to prepare. The old man stands beside the strawberry bushes and
suddenly, within the same frame, the past comes alive. It is now 1907, and
Sara, the young cousin whom Isak loved and who later married his brother, is
picking wild strawberries.

Isak is present in the scene, but no one sees him. He has not returned to the
past; he has become an invisible witness to his own lost life. The past is
unreachable, not only because it is over, but because the one person who still
sees it has grown old.

Soon three young hitchhikers climb into the car. The girl among them is also
called Sara, and Bibi Andersson, who plays the Sara of the past, plays her too.
One is a love that was lost, the other a fresh possibility of living: a face
returning from the past, this time bringing not regret but energy and
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movement.

Next a middle-aged couple joins them, a husband and wife who humiliate
each other so mercilessly that Marianne is obliged to ask them to get out.
Every incident on the road opens a door onto Isak's past or his future: a
mother still alive but frozen, who has kept a box filled with the toys of her ten
children and still knows to whom each of them belonged; the memory of a
wife who betrayed him; and a son who, like his father, has become cold and
withdrawn and does not want a child brought into the world.

In that same box lies Isak's father's gold pocket watch. His mother intends to
give it to Sigfrid's eldest son, the very infant whom, fifty years earlier, in the
summer that Sara left Isak, Sara used to carry about and sing to, and who is
now turning fifty. Isak takes the watch and sees that it has no hands: the
same handless watch from the previous night's nightmare. Three strands of
the film knot themselves into a single object: death, Sara, and time that has
stopped working. It is as if the arrest of time and the inability to live were an
inheritance passed down in this family from one generation to the next.

The film reaches its peak in Isak's second nightmare. He is taken to an
examination room and asked to read what is written on the blackboard. He
cannot. The examiner reads it for him: "A doctor's first duty is to ask

forgiveness."

Then the verdict is delivered: "You are guilty of guilt."

And the sentence is nothing other than loneliness.

Yet Wild Strawberries is not a film of punishment. At the end Bergman opens
another way. The three young people sing to the old man beneath his window
and take their leave. Marianne has decided to keep her child and to go back

and save her marriage. Isak too, perhaps for the first time, tries to speak to
others, to show affection, to close a little of the distance he has spent years
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constructing.

That night, before sleep, a last image comes to him. Sara leads him through
his childhood memories down to the water. His parents are sitting on the far
shore; his father is fishing and his mother waves to him. Isak smiles, and in
the final shot his face is at peace.

The past cannot be undone, but it can be reconciled with. It is this small
possibility of reconciliation that saves the film from despair.

The original Swedish title, Smultronstallet, literally means the place of the
wild strawberries, but in Swedish it is an idiom for a small, hidden, personal
spot that holds an emotional value for someone, a place others may not even
know exists. From the very first word, then, the film's title is not about fruit.
It is about personal memory, and about the place in which a person has
hidden his own past.

2. A Film Rooted in Bergman's Real Life

For years Bergman told the story that the idea came to him on the road.
Driving from Stockholm to Dalarna, he stopped in Uppsala and passed his
grandmother's house. Standing there, he imagined what would happen if he
could open the door and find everything exactly as it had been in his
childhood: if a person could open a door and walk into another period of his
own life, and turn a corner and suddenly find himself in another time.

Years later, in Images: My Life in Film, Bergman withdrew his own account
and wrote: "That's a lie. The truth is that I am forever living in my childhood."

The screenplay was written in the spring of 1957 in the Karolinska Hospital in
Stockholm, the same hospital with which Isak Borg is connected in the story.
Bergman spent close to two months there, treated for recurring stomach
trouble and nervous exhaustion. The final screenplay is dated 31 May 1957,
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and shooting ran from 2 July to 27 August of the same year.

He was at that moment in one of the most brilliant periods of his working life.
Smiles of a Summer Night had been made in 1955, and The Seventh Seal was
released in that same year, 1957. His private life, however, was falling apart:
his third marriage was ending, his relationship with Bibi Andersson was
drawing to a close, and his relations with his parents had reached one of their
bitterest phases. Wild Strawberries came out of exactly this contradiction, a
film made at the height of professional success and in the middle of personal
collapse.

Casting Victor Sjostrom as Isak was the key to the film. Sjostrom was one of
the towering figures of Swedish silent cinema, the idol of Bergman's youth
and one of his earliest supporters at Svensk Filmindustri. He was seventy
seven during the shoot and turned seventy eight a few months later. He was
tired, unwell and misanthropic, and at first had no wish to take the part.

Carl Anders Dymling, the film's producer, talked him into it with the words:
"There is nothing to it. You just lie under a tree, eat wild strawberries and
think about your past."

The truth was precisely the reverse. Almost the entire weight of the film
rested on Sjostrom, who appears in every scene but one.

The first days of shooting were hard. Sjostrom would forget his lines, lose his
temper, and in his frustration go off to a corner and beat his head against the
wall. Bergman made a pact with Ingrid Thulin that if a take went wrong she
would take the blame herself, so that Sjostrom would not feel humiliated in
front of the others.

In the end the schedule was rearranged so that he could be home by five in

the afternoon for his customary whisky. From then on the work went better.
What remains on screen is not the performance of a tired old man but one of
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the greatest images of old age in the history of cinema: a man at once proud,
vulnerable, frightened, and longing to be forgiven.

Wild Strawberries was Victor Sjostrom's last appearance before a camera.

That sentence should be read in its full sense. One day after the film's
premiere, Sjostrom was taken to a hospital in Stockholm with heart trouble.
His condition worsened through 1959; in December he was hospitalised
again, and three weeks later, on the evening of 3 January 1960, he died of a
blood clot. He was eighty.

At the memorial ceremony held by the Swedish Film Academy on 20 February
1960, Bergman read aloud from the diary he had kept during the making of
Wild Strawberries. A film about an old man looking back at the end of his
road became, in fact, its leading actor's farewell to cinema, and Bergman was

the first to say so aloud.

The film also carries clear links to Sjostrom's own place in film history. The
horseless carriage of the opening nightmare inevitably recalls The Phantom
Carriage, Sjostrom's celebrated 1921 film, which Bergman loved and had

watched many times.

The cinematographer of Wild Strawberries is Gunnar Fischer, not Sven
Nykvist. The living summer light of the childhood scenes and the harsh
whiteness of the day are Fischer's work, set in complete opposition to the
blackness, violence and emptiness of the nightmares.

Bibi Andersson, twenty one at the time of filming, plays both Saras: Isak's lost
love and the young woman who crosses his path in the present. Max von
Sydow appears briefly as a filling station attendant who still remembers the

kindnesses of the old doctor.

As for that Oscar nomination: contrary to what is sometimes said, Bergman
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could not have the recorded nomination struck from the Academy's list. After
it was announced he wrote a sharp letter to the Academy asking to be spared
the attention of its juries in future, considering the Oscar a humiliating
institution for the art of cinema. Despite his protest, his name still stands in
the official list of 1960 nominees.

The film was not received the same way everywhere. Bosley Crowther,
writing in The New York Times in 1959, found it so mystifying that he
wondered whether Bergman himself knew what he wanted to say, though he
also noted that the English subtitles of the print screened were poor.

On the other side, Stanley Kubrick, in a 1963 interview, named Wild

Strawberries his second favourite film, and Andrei Tarkovsky placed it among
his ten best. Satyajit Ray drew on its structure of journey, memory and dream
in Nayak, and Woody Allen returned to it repeatedly, from Stardust Memories
and Another Woman to Crimes and Misdemeanors and Deconstructing Harry.

Yet the film's real influence cannot be summed up in a list of prizes or of the
works it inspired. In Wild Strawberries Bergman showed that a journey into
the past is not necessarily made to discover some new truth. Sometimes a
person has known everything all along. It simply takes a lifetime to find the
courage to look at it.

Watch: The film is available on the Criterion Channel and HBO Max. Public
library card holders can watch it free through Kanopy.

REVIEWS

Three critics, three angles on this film - handpicked by Owrang:
Peter Cowie, The Criterion Collection - Read more
Charles Silver, The Museum of Modern Art - Read more

Offscreen — Personal Time, Memory Time - Read more
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CINEMA

Owrang Editorial - Aug 2, 2026

Ali Asgari's A Bit of Light in the Venice Main Competition

Salaud Morisset, a sales company based in Paris and Berlin, has taken worldwide rights to A
Bit of Light, the new film by Ali Asgari, ahead of its world premiere at the 83rd Venice Film
Festival. The film competes for the Golden Lion in the main competition, the first time
Asgari has been selected for that section. A Bit of Light is his sixth feature. It follows
Disappearance, which premiered in Venice; Until Tomorrow at the Berlinale; Read full
article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

-Jul 29, 2026
Three Strange and Restless Tales from Fantasia

Clint Worthington, assistant editor at RogerEbert.com, devotes a dispatch from the Fantasia
International Film Festival in Montreal to three films he calls a bad-vibes triptych: tales of
people living or moving in filth, or coming to realize that the world around them is falling
apart and there is nothing to be done about it. Permanent Damage, by the Canadian
filmmaker Seth A. Smith, follows Tommy Gods, a young escaped convict caught trying Read
full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

- Jul 29, 2026
A Hopeful Voice Falls Silent: Remembering Glen Hansard

Glen Hansard, the Irish singer, songwriter and actor, died in the early hours of Wednesday,
July 29, 2026, at the age of fifty-six, after a motorcycle accident in Dublin. In a tribute for
RogerEbert.com, the site's managing editor Brian Tallerico writes that what people loved in
Hansard's voice was real feeling, the very quality Roger Ebert himself had singled out years
earlier in his review of Once. Through the 1990s Hansard fronted the Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

-Jul 29, 2026
Season Two of “Diarra from Detroit” is Nancy Drew for
Grown-Ups

The second season of Diarra from Detroit again folds a crime mystery into comedy, romantic
entanglement and a vivid portrait of the city itself. Diarra Kilpatrick, the show's creator,
writer and star, plays a schoolteacher whose curiosity and stubbornness keep dragging her
out of ordinary life and into dangerous cases. Season two began on July 29, 2026 with two
episodes, with the rest of its eight instalments arriving weekly on Wednesdays Read full
article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

- Jul 29, 2026

Movies Aren’t Therapy: “Mike Mills” on Parents, Children,
and Filmmaking

With the release of a Criterion set collecting three of his films, Clint Worthington has
interviewed the American filmmaker Mike Mills for RogerEbert.com about family,
childhood, parents, and the traffic between a private life and the films made out of it. I'll
Remind You of Everything, its title taken from a line in C'mon C'mon, brings together
Beginners (2010), 20th Century Women (2016) and C'mon C'mon (2021), each of them
drawn from Read full article

$5lwedd o a3 s conadly osliye Gles Siloy ruiiug loys Laglsd

Ssw 31 3le Sile (ld 4w 31 sl gane Ll b plojea cosml saly culuwos ¢l ;;édgﬁﬂ-& 53 oy g wilS

83,8 Sl Loty et gi-’-b' Olee dhaly 9 sole 5 5y ((SosS canlgila o)l 0 L;llS-lJATJL‘“yJ-lj ol b egsaml S
«la,So3b» o Ld duw couids i K «ly ol o sldea 51 GieliaS ‘«.s_)jralp a4 ) Siadan) de gann cuw!
aid 4 a3 iy Sy e aS T faas pe 518 RSy HUST (Y2 YY)l by s (Y0 VF) G 58 oli3» (Y- L)

Lalsl Guy pbyae Ll sladle 5o oS crwl 48 K aledl of Huy 51 «la,Sa3b» catas oo olish 1) 3l

OWRANG WEEKLY - 35 - Week of August 10, 2026 - <wui - CONTENTS


https://www.rogerebert.com/features/mike-mills-criterion-beginners-20th-century-women-cmon-cmon-interview
https://www.rogerebert.com/features/mike-mills-criterion-beginners-20th-century-women-cmon-cmon-interview
https://www.rogerebert.com/features/mike-mills-criterion-beginners-20th-century-women-cmon-cmon-interview
https://owrang.org/weekly/#n_c2b6fd4eb7ff55082be2cac8539ed0b5

ROGEREBERT.COM

INTERNATIONAL.

- Jul 28, 2026

Everything for Someone: San Diego Comic-Con 2026 Part 2

Background:San Diego Comic-Con is one of the largest popular-culture gatherings in the
world, held every year in California. It began in 1970 around comic books, and now takes in
film, television, animation, video games, and science fiction and fantasy writing. In her
second dispatch from Comic-Con 2026 for RogerEbert.com, contributing editor Nell Minow
shows that what matters about the event is not only the stars or the big Hollywood Read
full article
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THEATER-

AMERICAN THEATRE

- Jul 31, 2026

What Else Is New on the American Stage: A Dalloway
Prequel, Helen of Troy in the Old West

In its latest round-up, American Theatre lists the plays and musicals opening for the first
time on American stages in August. After what did look like a dip in world premieres last
month, the magazine notes, August is ramping up again. In the Northeast, The Vessel by
Brendan George is a comedy inspired by the well-known Hudson Yards structure in New
York, and Fanzia Farrell's Dead Girl's Quinceanera takes a darkly comic look at society's
Read full article
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AMERICAN THEATRE

- Jul 27, 2026
Five Things Professional Theatre Can Learn From High

School Theatre

Kelundra Smith, director of publishing at Theatre Communications Group, where she
oversees both TCG Books and American Theatre magazine, served this June as a guest
adjudicator at the International Thespian Festival and its awards. Writing about the
enthusiasm, imagination and nerve she found among the teenagers there, she draws out five
qualities of educational theatre that professional artists and institutions might learn from.
The festival Read full article
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AMERICAN THEATRE

- Jul 24, 2026
New Resident Playwrights, New Musicals, and Support for
Theatre Artists

New Resident Playwrights, New Musicals, and Support for Theatre Artists New Dramatists
in New York has chosen six writers for its seven-year residency. Dave Harris, Nazareth
Hassan, DJ Hills, Regan Moro, May Treuhaft-Ali and Bailey Williams begin in September
2026 and remain with the company through June 2033. They were selected by a seven-
person committee of current residents, alumni and outside theatre professionals from a pool
of 799 Read full article
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AMERICAN THEATRE
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- Jul 22, 2026

Where Do We Go From Here?

Alisha Tonsic, co-executive director for national operations and business development at
Theatre Communications Group, the publisher of American Theatre, opens the Summer
2026 issue of the magazine with a note on what history offers to our reading of the present
state of the performing arts and of civic life in the United States. She begins with her own
nightly habit: reading Letters From an American, the newsletter that history professor Read

full article
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A Day-by-Day Chronology of the
Iranian Press

By Elahe Ardalani

The fourteenth of Mordad marks the 120th anniversary of the signing of the

Constitutional Decree and the beginning of modern journalism in Iran.

Press activity in Iran began in 1837, with the publication of the first
newspaper, known as Kaghaz-e Akhbar. The venture was not especially
successful, but it introduced Iranians to the medium and prepared the ground
for journalism to take shape in the country. Journalism in the modern sense
entered a new phase with the Constitutional Decree. Before August 1906,
Iranian publications either served the court or arrived from abroad, often
clandestinely. Within less than a year of the decree, dozens of new titles
appeared in Tehran, Tabriz, Rasht and Isfahan, and for the first time in Iran,
reading a newspaper meant taking part in political and public life. Sur-e
Esrafil began publication in May 1907; a little over a year later its editor,
Mirza Jahangir Khan Shirazi, was killed.

Roozshomar-e Tarikh-e Matbuat-e Iran, by Elahe Ardalani, is a day-by-day
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account of that transformation, one that reshaped a great many social classes
and institutions. Under each day of the calendar, the book gathers everything
that befell the Iranian press on that date, from the earliest years of printing
to the end of March 2022.

The result of this simple choice is at times startling. In linear history, events
drift apart along the timeline; in a calendar they are drawn back together.
Turn to the first of Ordibehesht and you find the launch of Daneshkadeh
under Mohammad-Taghi Bahar in 1918, and a few lines below it, Bahar's own
death in 1951. Thirty-three years apart, one shared day. Few... Continue
reading

About the book
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By Owrang Editorial
Children Set Out to Meet the Oldest Layers of History

There is a question every Iranian living abroad runs into sooner or later. The history-loving
world knows Egypt, regards Greece and Rome as the wellspring of Western civilisation, and
has at least seen the name Mesopotamia in a schoolbook; yet of the civilisations that took
shape over thousands of years on the Iranian Plateau it knows almost nothing. For a large
part of the world's population, Iran is not a land of several thousand years but a name in
political news. What came before those headlines, from the first villages to the people who

built houses and farmed and wrote, has no place in the world's common memory.

This unfamiliarity is not only a matter of the past. When the history of a land goes unseen,
its people too are known only through present-day images. A generation growing up outside
Iran hears the name of its ancestors' country again and again, but rarely gets the chance to

learn what lives were lived on that soil before the name found its way into the headlines.

The series Time Travelers to Ancient Persia is an attempt to loosen that knot, and it begins

where least attention has been paid: with children.

The series does not teach history as a mass of names and dynasties. Here, before history is

OWRANG WEEKLY - 44 - Week of August 10, 2026 - <wui - CONTENTS



a lesson, it is a journey. The child sets off with the characters and arrives at a real place in
the past, somewhere people once built homes, made tools, traded with one another and

founded a world whose traces still lie beneath the soil.

The author, Bahram Ghadiri Khamjani, an archaeologist and professor of historic
preservation, has spent more than thirty years in fieldwork and research at Iran's
archaeological sites and historic urban fabrics. He taught for years at the School of

Architecture and Urban Planning at Shahid Beheshti University and led Read more
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Owrang Editorial - Aug 2, 2026

The Booker Prize 2026 Longlist Is Announced

The Booker Prize longlist for 2026 has been announced, with 13 novels by authors from
seven countries and three continents, chosen from 163 submissions. Two former winners,
Marlon James and Douglas Stuart, are on the list, along with Elizabeth Strout, who has been
shortlisted before. Ten other authors are longlisted for the first time, three of them with
debut novels. Among the books: The Shadow of the Object by Chloe Aridjis, Switzy by Emma
Read full article
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- Jul 31, 2026

Weekly Dispatches From the Frontlines of World Literature

The latest weekly dispatch from Asymptote, written by MARGENTO, Sayani Sarkar and
Sofija Popovska, reports on literary events in the United Kingdom, India and North
Macedonia. In Britain, the ninth European Poetry Festival ran through June and July 2026
and involved exactly nine nations. More than 150 poets, many of them visiting from across
Europe, presented new work in a series of events called Camarade, with poetry from
Cyprus, Read full article
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-Jul 29, 2026
Rushes: From the Venice Lineup to Elon Musk's Latest

Project

In its July 29 edition of Rushes, MUBI's Notebook rounds up the week's news, projects in
development, deaths, criticism and events from the film world. The Venice Film Festival has
unveiled its 2026 lineup, which includes new work by Lav Diaz, Lee Chang-dong and Werner
Herzog. Paramount has agreed to delay its merger with Warner Bros. until next June so that
a federal judge can weigh a lawsuit from a coalition of twelve states seeking to Read full
article
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PUBLIC BOOKS

GERBRAND BAKKER

The Hairdresser’s Son

- Jul 28, 2026

What Keeps the Dutch Up at Night?

Writing for Public Books, Sebastiaan Faber reads two contemporary Dutch novels against
his country's new anxieties: Gerbrand Bakker's The Hairdresser's Son, translated by David
Colmer, and Marijke Schermer's In het oog (Eyes on you), not yet translated. The Dutch
once trusted the state to shield them from hardship and to keep the sixty percent of the

country reclaimed from the sea safe from flooding. That confidence, Faber writes, has Read
full article
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- Jul 28, 2026
The Summer of the Serpent: The Violence Beneath a
Neighbourhood

The Summer of the Serpent, a novel by the Mexican writer Cecilia Eudave, has been
published in English for the first time, translated by Robin Myers and issued by Soho Press.
Over several weeks of email exchange, with Myers translating Eudave's answers from
Spanish, Shandela Contreras spoke with them both about writing violence through the
surreal, about carrying distinct voices across into another language, and about the
significance of 1977 as Read full article
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MUBI NOTEBOOK

- Jul 28, 2026

An Obligation to Look: Cinema in the Aftermath of War

Writing for MUBI's Notebook, Zoe Mohaupt sets Roberto Rossellini's Paisan (1946) beside
Kenji Mizoguchi's Sansho the Bailiff (1954) to show how postwar cinema turned national
ruin into a moral experience for the viewer. Both films use long takes and refuse to over-
explain, obliging the audience to stay with suffering longer than is comfortable. Mohaupt
ties this to Andre Bazin's aesthetic of reality: it is no longer the editing that selects Read
full article
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MUBI NOTEBOOK

-Jul 24, 2026
Five Inspirations | Ratchapoom Boonbunchachoke

For MUBI Notebook's Five Inspirations series, in which directors are asked to name five
things that shaped their film, the Thai director Ratchapoom Boonbunchachoke discusses
what fed into A Useful Ghost (2025), now showing exclusively on MUBI in many countries.
The first is Hou Hsiao-hsien's Good Men, Good Women (1995). Not a ghost film,
Boonbunchachoke says, and not remotely a horror film, yet it has done more than anything
else to shape how Read full article
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PUBLIC BOOKS

José Teruel

CARMEN
MARTIN GAITE

- Jul 23, 2026

A Hundred Years After the Birth of Carmen Martin Gaite

Writing for Public Books, Ellen Mayock reviews Carmen Martin Gaite: A Biography by Jose
Teruel, published in 2025 and winner of Spain's Comillas Prize for history, biography and
memoir. Mayock begins with her own first encounter with the writer, the novel The Back
Room, one of the first Spanish novels, if not the very first, to look back at the years after the

Civil War through the lens of Franco's death in 1975. Its protagonist, identified Read full
article
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Owrang Institute - Aug 2, 2026
Owrang's Free Acting and Creative Writing Classes Begin,
Deadline Extended

The new term of the Owrang Institute's free acting and creative writing classes began on
Sunday, August 2, with a group of returning students. Classes run every Sunday from 2 to 5
in the afternoon, in person and in Persian, taught by Sadegh Hatefi. The course is run as a
workshop, from training through to performance, and students work on both stage acting
and radio drama. Registration has been extended to Wednesday, August 12. Read full
article
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SF CLASSICAL VOICE

- Jul 28, 2026

West Edge Opera Returns to The Turn of the Screw

West Edge Opera opens its season with Benjamin Britten's The Turn of the Screw, and for
three of the production's creators it is a second go at a familiar work. General director Mark
Streshinsky, music director Jonathan Khuner and the soprano Laura Bohn all worked
together on the company's 2013 staging. In separate interviews with Jessica Zimmer for San
Francisco Classical Voice, all three stressed that the opera's shadowy, psychologically Read
full article
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SF CLASSICAL VOICE

- Jul 28, 2026
Pocket Opera Closes Its Season With Puccini’s Bittersweet
La Rondine

Reviewing for San Francisco Classical Voice, Michael Zwiebach takes up La Rondine, The
Swallow, one of Giacomo Puccini's less-performed operas, last seen in the Bay Area in 2009
in a San Francisco Opera production. Pocket Opera chose this challenging piece to close its
2026 season, in co-production with the Mercury Theater in Petaluma. The final performance
was given on Sunday, July 26, at the Gunn Theater in the Legion of Honor, and was, in the
Read full article
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SF CLASSICAL VOICE

- Jul 28, 2026
A Bride, a Groom, and Wolves Fuel a Chilling West Coast
Premiere at Music@Menlo

Writing for San Francisco Classical Voice, Steven Winn reviews the West Coast premiere of
Les Noces Rouges, the red wedding, a piano quintet by the British-Australian composer Sir
Stephen Hough drawn from a tragic episode in Willa Cather's 1918 novel My Antonia. The
story concerns a bride and groom who, on a drunken sleigh ride across the Russian steppes,
are pitched out into the snow and killed by wolves. Hough was so struck by the tale that
Read full article
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MUSIC

Owrang Editorial - Aug 2, 2026
Sacramento Philharmonic Names Ari Pelto Music Director

The Sacramento Philharmonic and Opera has appointed Ari Pelto music director and chief
conductor, beginning with the 2026-27 season. Pelto joined the organization as principal
conductor and artistic advisor in 2023 and is also music director of Opera Colorado. Next
season he conducts opening night on October 10, a concert performance of Verdi's 11
Trovatore in November, Beethoven in January, and Gil Shaham in Tchaikovsky in May. Read
full article
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Owrang Editorial - Aug 2, 2026

Mitchell Kaplan and Stephen Colbert Share an Anti-
Censorship Award

Mitchell Kaplan, founder of the independent bookstore Books & Books in Coral Gables,
Florida, and Stephen Colbert, former host of CBS's The Late Show, have been named co-
winners of an anti-censorship award. It is part of the 47th American Book Awards, given by
the Before Columbus Foundation, a nonprofit based in Oakland, California, which was
established by the author, playwright and publisher Ishmael Reed. CBS ended Colbert's
programme in Read full article
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BERKELEYSIDE

- Jul 30, 2026

Unseen Photographs from a Golden Age of Bay Area Music

A body of little-seen photographs by Carol Scott, a British photographer living in Oakland,
brings back part of the history of live music in Oakland and Berkeley through the 1970s and
1980s. The images show Mick Jagger, Willie Nelson, Etta James, Bob Dylan, Rod Stewart,
Bonnie Raitt, Prince, Ray Charles, Frank Zappa, Jerry Garcia and John Lee Hooker, onstage
and off. Scott arrived in New York from London in 1970 with eleven dollars in her Read full
article
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UPCOMING EVENTS -Lulys,

Grease Opens at the Historic Woodland Opera House
Woodland Opera House, 340 Second Street, Woodland, CA

The Woodland Wellness Collective stages Grease at the Woodland Opera House, a restored
nineteenth century theatre twenty miles from Sacramento. Set at Rydell High in 1959, the
musical follows Danny and Sandy after a summer romance ends and school begins, and the
pressure each faces to become someone else. The run continues through August 22, with
evening and afternoon performances.
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Woodland Opera House, 340 Second Street, Woodland, CA
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WEST COAST PERFORMING ARTS CONCERTS
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Motown Mania Brings the Detroit Sound to Folsom
Stage One, Harris Center for the Arts, 10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630

Motown Mania, performed by The Best Intentions, is a Sunday afternoon tribute concert at
the Harris Center devoted to the Detroit record label that shaped American popular music
in the 1960s and 1970s. The program runs through the catalogue associated with artists
such as The Supremes, The Temptations, Marvin Gaye and Stevie Wonder. It begins at 3 pm
on Stage One.
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Stage One, Harris Center for the Arts, 10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630
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Around the World in 80 Days Returns to B Street
The Sofia, Home of B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95816

B Street Theatre revives Mark Brown's adaptation of the Jules Verne novel at The Sofia from
August 12 through September 6, directed by Lyndsay Burch. A small resident cast plays
dozens of roles as Phileas Fogg and his valet Passepartout race by train, boat and elephant
to win a wager. Previews begin August 12 at 6:30 pm and opening night is August 14 at 8
pm.
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The Sofia, Home of B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95816
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Four New Plays Get One Night Each at Capital Stage
Capital Stage Theatre, 2215 | Street, Sacramento, CA 95816

Capital Stage opens its 13th annual Playwrights' Revolution festival, running August 12 to
15. Four plays were chosen from 350 submissions received in a single week, and each
receives one staged reading by professional actors, followed by a conversation between the
audience and the artists. The festival opens with The Abundance by Chelsea Sutton,
directed by Anne Mason.
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Capital Stage Theatre, 2215 | Street, Sacramento, CA 95816
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Camp Crocker Takes Over ArtMix
Crocker Art Museum, 216 O Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

The Crocker Art Museum's monthly ArtMix evening takes a summer camp theme this
month. ArtMix opens the galleries after hours and adds live performance, D] music, hands
on art activities, food and drink across the building. The programme runs from 6 to 9 in the
evening and is open to visitors aged 18 and over, free for members.
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Crocker Art Museum, 216 O Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
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* THE BEST MOVIE SCORES OF

"JOHN WILLIAMS

PERFORMED BY THE FULEDM LAKE SYMPHONY

.u.u. TIEHETS INCLUDE ENTRANCE TO THE CRYSTAL AFFAIR PRE-PARTY
: e . FOOD + WINE + CONCERT 4+ AUGUST 15 o

& |"' Harris Conter CELEBRATING 15 YEARS

The Crystal Affair at Harris Center
Harris Center for the Arts, 10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630

Harris Center for the Arts in Folsom marks fifteen years of bringing performing arts to the
Sacramento region with The Crystal Affair on August 15, 2026. An elegant pre-concert party
is followed by the Folsom Lake Symphony performing iconic film scores by John Williams,
honoring the orchestra that first opened the center fifteen years ago.

S g ya 8 STl oypana 3l oJ b 5S o
Harris Center for the Arts, 10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630

V0 Lo Jliw S ppdia U 1) giiel Sl dilaie odyled slajia dmye 5o asa cdlad Jlo oreas3ily agunl 68 5o Siiw G ya
@ewﬁ&wﬂ&‘)lw\sJ\MGA)LCTUMJIL}.LH'JJAA‘;IL&QA&S’[LI;.I_LBJJIJJA‘_;OI; Y~V?¢3\gl
shal oriwad Gy Jlo 8331l 45 551 ) 11 sl wiS o al 1) 5elilis ola s5lefial 4 (Ld 5 Buike wilaks

OWRANG WEEKLY - 66 - Week of August 10, 2026 - <wui - CONTENTS


https://www.harriscenter.net/the-crystal-affair

Herbie Hancock Opens the Mondavi Center Season
Jackson Hall, Mondavi Center, UC Davis, One Shields Avenue, Davis, CA 95616

Herbie Hancock opens the Mondavi Center's 2026-27 season in Jackson Hall on August 16
at 7 pm. The pianist, now in his sixth decade of performance, moves between acoustic jazz,
funk and electronic work, and his compositions include Maiden Voyage, Cantaloupe Island
and Chameleon. He is joined by Terence Blanchard on trumpet, James Genus on bass, Lionel
Loueke on guitar and Jaylen Petinaud on drums.
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Jackson Hall, Mondavi Center, UC Davis, One Shields Avenue, Davis, CA 95616
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©THE BROADWAY MUSICAL®

Hairspray Opens in the Round at Music Circus
UC Davis Health Pavilion, 1419 H Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Broadway At Music Circus stages Hairspray, the Tony winning musical set in Baltimore in
1962, in which teenager Tracy Turnblad talks her way onto a local television dance show
and then sets about integrating it. The theatre in the round places the audience close to the
stage on all sides. The production runs through August 30, with evening and matinee
performances.
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Tickets at:
Radartsfoundation.org/event
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A Persian Play About the Secret That Undoes a Family
Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th Street, San Francisco, CA 94110

RAD Arts Foundation, with Diaspora Arts Connection, brings the Persian stage production
Trust Me to San Francisco. Iranian filmmaker Maziar Miri, known for The Painting Pool and
Saadat Abad, directs his first theatre piece in the United States. It follows Iranian families
in America whose gatherings unravel when one secret surfaces. The cast includes Shabnam
Tolouei, Afshin Hashemi, Shadi Najand and Ahmad Hashemian. Performed in Persian.
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Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th Street, San Francisco, CA 94110
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Turandot: To the Daughters of the East Opens in Venice
With Iranian Artists

Palazzo Cavalli-Franchetti, San Marco 2847, 30124 Venice, Italy

Farhang Foundation presents Turandot: To the Daughters of the East at the historic Palazzo
Cavalli-Franchetti in Venice, Italy. The exhibition features new and iconic artworks from 11
artists spanning multiple genres, reclaiming the Persian roots of the Turandot legend, a tale
that traveled from Nizami's poetry to Puccini's opera, and dedicating it to the women of Iran
and the East. On view through October 31, 2026, with free admission.
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g.org/world-book-library/

A Trusted Guide to Finding Reliable and Legal Links
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