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STORY OF THE WEEK-wia ylwls

Modern Times: Chaplin and
the Human Among the Gears

Ninety years ago, in February 1936, Charlie Chaplin's Modern Times
showed a small worker caught among the gears of a giant factory.
Cinema's familiar Tramp tightens bolt after bolt until the machine itself
swallows him: an image born of comedy that became one of the
twentieth century's clearest pictures of man and industry. It is easy to
reduce Chaplin to a few signs: the baggy trousers, the oversized shoes,
the little hat, the cane, the famous mustache. But these are only the
surface. Behind that comic face lay a bitter education in poverty,

homelessness, labor, hunger, and fear. The Little Tramp carried part of
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Chaplin's own childhood: the poor districts of London, a father lost
early, a mother whose illness separated her from her children. That
past is what lifts the scene in The Kid, when the authorities tear the
child from Charlie's arms, beyond simple melodrama; it is why, in The
Gold Rush, when the starving Tramp dines on a leather boot as if it

were a feast, laughter and pain
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EDITORIAL il cdlosly
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By Rokhand Gharavi s,e aia,

A City Long Asleep

Nima Yushij, born Ali Esfandiari, came into the world in 1897 in the village of Yush, in
Mazandaran, and died in Tehran in 1960. His place in Persian letters was forged in the
passage of Persian poetry from the classical tradition into the modern world. In Nima's
view, a poem begins from the direct experience of life: from what the poet sees with his own
eyes, touches with his own skin, and lives in his own time.

The poet Manuchehr Atashi, in his selected poems, writes of Nima's work and his poetic
revolution that many have learned the Nimaic form but have not grasped the meaning and
truth of Nima's revolt. In Atashi's view, Nima bore no enmity toward the past; he broke
tradition in order to build a new one, a tradition forever pregnant with a newer one still.
Seen this way, Nima's legacy is not a set of fixed rules; it is the permanent possibility of
innovation.

The poet Simin Behbahani, in her conversations with Naser Hariri published as Art and
Literature Today, finds the source of this transformation in a way of seeing the world. She
recalls that poets before Nima mostly saw Read more
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POEM OF THE WEEK-wa ;i

By Sadegh Hatefi _iila 3ule
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How the road
is a fable

in the old aunt's tales
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in the wronged night of childhood
caressing the ear
with its sweet call

until the late watches of the night

In the green meadows of the tale
Rakhsh, captain of the plain,

sat keeping watch

so the old champion

could cross the sea of sleep

in peace

In the far deserts
Majnun,

with the vision of Leyli's figure,

beneath a cloud of whirlwind and sand

sat restless,

breaking the chains of ancient custom

and Shirin of the tales
was the star of love,

so that Bisotun,

by Farhad's pick, would live forever

Alongside childhood

what things, what things,

what things

passed

How did it happen

that the blades of the thornbush

laid the violet in the earth

OWRANG WEEKLY -

12 - Week of July 20, 2026 -

cuwygé - CONTENTS



and then,

over the grave of wronged innocence,
clumsily

recited the Fatiha

Sudden, all of a sudden,

how many weary ones sank down
Sudden,

all of a sudden

Out of the whirlwind leapt
the wild steed

and the invading winds
drew the dust,

dark and thick,

across the season

So it was that "Spring"

was severed from "Spring"

and autumn,

rootless, before its season

The air, cold through and through,
as if winter's freeze

had pitched its tent over the garden,
over flower, over mind, over every mind
The severed season

began

The severed road

arrived at this hour

The severed road
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is no fable
It is the sorrow of being stranded

It is the death-song of youth and of life

The severed road

is a valley

covered with the hopes of people,
mournful, anxious,

covered with the dead,

creeping slowly

along the path of rot

Now the labored breath,
the wails of pain,

and a vulture amid the dust,
clots of blood

on its beak

and the eyes,

these pure eyes,

from their sockets

to the dust

My heart,

my heart, how acrid,

how fast it beats

Evin, 1 Bahman 1356 (January 21, 1978)
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ART

Owrang Editorial - Jul 9, 2026
Ukraine Gives Its Soldiers a Heritage Handbook

Ukraine's military has published a handbook to help soldiers identify and protect cultural
property during armed conflict. The guide translates international heritage law into
practical field instructions, drawing on the country's wartime experience of safeguarding
museums, monuments, and archaeological objects at risk. Read full article
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ART

Owrang Editorial - Jul 9, 2026

Museums Adopt a New Code of Ethics

The International Council of Museums has adopted a revised Code of Ethics for Museums,
approved by 85.9 percent of members at its 41st General Assembly in Paris on June 25. The
result of a participatory process that began in 2019, the new code restructures the 2004
text around five core principles and responds to the rise of digital technologies, the climate
crisis, and the legacies of colonialism. All ICOM members agree to abide by the code as
Read full article
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ART

Owrang Editorial - Jul 9, 2026
Bhutan Reaches Out for Its Museums

The Kingdom of Bhutan, the world's last Vajrayana Buddhist nation, has launched the
Building Fund for the Museums of Bhutan, a global fundraising campaign led by its
Department of Culture and Ministry of Home Affairs. The twelve million dollar goal will
renovate three national treasures: the National Museum of Bhutan in Paro, the Royal
Heritage Museum in Trongsa, and the Ta Dzong archaeological site in Trashigang. A key
part of the plan is Read full article
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NPR ARTS

-Jul 8, 2026

The Pitt and Hacks lead the 2026 Emmy nominations,
Sepideh Moafi among nominees

Liza Colon-Zayas and Jeff Hiller presented the nominations for the 78th Emmy Awards on
Wednesday morning. The medical drama The Pitt led all programs with 25 nominations,
followed closely by the final season of Hacks with 24, while the new horror comedy Widow's
Bay earned 19 nominations and Vince Gilligan's Pluribus received 18. In welcome news for
the Iranian-American community, Sepideh Moafi earned a nomination for supporting actress
in a Read full article
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THE QUIETUS

- Jul 8, 2026
What's important: Syd on her favourite albums and her new
chapter

For its renowned Baker's Dozen column, British music magazine The Quietus sits down with
Syd, the American singer, producer, and engineer who got her break as a teenager DJing
with hip hop collective Odd Future and co-founded the Grammy-nominated R&B group The
Internet at nineteen. Ahead of her third solo album Beard, out July 17, she talks Gemma
Samways through the thirteen albums that shaped her sound, an eclectic mix spanning rage
rap, samba, Read full article
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HYPERALLERGIC

-Jul 7, 2026

John Giorno put poetry on the line

Writing for Hyperallergic, Tara Anne Dalbow examines John Giorno's efforts to turn poetry
into a shared and immediate listening experience, on the occasion of John Giorno: No
Nostalgia, on view at the Marciano Art Foundation in Los Angeles through July 18. The
article centers on his iconic Dial-a-Poem project, first launched in 1968, which allows

visitors to pick up a telephone handset and hear recordings by poets including Diane di
Prima, Frank Read full article
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FILM OF THE WEEK

i oL

i

N .
Persona

Dir. Ingmar Bergman 1966 - .5, ,l.Liy/ - Sweden

July 14 marks the birthday of Ingmar Bergman, born in Uppsala, Sweden, in
1918, the son of a stern, dogmatic Lutheran minister. Out of that suffocating
childhood of discipline, fear, and enforced faith, Bergman drew the questions
that would haunt his films like restless ghosts until the end of his life: the
deafening silence of God, the inescapable dread of death, absolute human
loneliness, and the mask each of us shows the world. Over five decades he
made more than forty films while also leading the European stage.
Masterworks such as The Seventh Seal (with its iconic frame of a knight
playing chess with Death), Wild Strawberries, The Virgin Spring, Persona,
and finally the family elegy Fanny and Alexander established him as the
principal architect of inward, philosophical cinema. His films won the

Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film three times and conquered
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the summits of Cannes, Venice, and Berlin; talents from Woody Allen to
Andrei Tarkovsky have called themselves indebted to his cinema. For his
birthday, our Film of the Week is Persona (1966) at sixty; not only Bergman's
most important work but a turning point in the history of modern cinema.
What is the reality behind this masterpiece? Bergman wrote Persona in one of
the darkest periods of his life, hospitalized with severe illness and acute
depression, convinced his career might be over. He came to see the film as
the antidote that saved him from collapse; a kind of self-healing through the
raw material of cinema. The plot seems simple at first: Elisabet Vogler (Liv
Ullmann), a celebrated stage actress, suddenly falls silent in the middle of a
performance of Electra. Her silence is no simple stubbornness; it is an
existential protest against the futility of words, society's false roles, and
modern hypocrisy. A young nurse named Alma (Bibi Andersson) is assigned to
her care. They retreat to a seaside cottage on the island of Faro, a bare,
rocky, unforgiving place that became the symbolic landscape of Bergman's
world and his personal refuge to the end of his life. In that isolation a strange
formula takes shape: one woman talks and confesses without pause, while the
other devours her with her gaze. Beyond the storm on screen, the film was
also the ground of a great upheaval behind it. Persona began the deep,
complicated, tempestuous love between Bergman and the young Liv Ullmann;
a relationship that did not last in life, but made Ullmann his essential muse
and the enduring star of his later masterpieces. That entanglement of love,
art, and breakdown charges the film's atmosphere with a strange energy.
Bergman borrowed his title from the psychology of Carl Gustav Jung. In
Jung's thought, the persona is the mask we wear to fit into society, hide our
wounds, and win the approval of others; opposite it stands the shadow, the
dark, instinctive, repressed part of our being. In the film, Elisabet, the actress
who has gone silent, is the one who has grown weary of the mask and laid it
down, while Alma, the talkative nurse, still lives behind the mask of the

dutiful citizen. Slowly, the boundary between the two women dissolves. In one
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of the most famous, most unsettling, most psychoanalytic shots in film
history, the half-faces of Elisabet and Alma merge into one. That frame is
Jung's theory made visible: the moment the social mask falls away and the
shadow swallows the self. The film is also Bergman's statement on the
medium itself. Shot in Sven Nykvist's stark, high-contrast black and white, it
moves constantly between narrative and rupture. Bergman deliberately
breaks the spell: the film tears mid-story, burns, the negative seems
damaged, and murky fragments of silent film and of Bergman's own childhood
flicker past. The device reminds us that we are watching something made,
and yet, paradoxically, this torn image comes closer to the dark side of our
soul than any documentary reality. Sixty years after its release, Persona is no
museum piece. It remains a living, merciless mirror: each time we watch, it
shows us a new face, and a new fear, of our own. Three critics, three angles

on this sixty-year-old enigma follow below.

REVIEWS

Three critics, three angles on this film - handpicked by Owrang:
Sight and Sound - Susan Sontag - Read more
RogerEbert.com - Roger Ebert - Read more

The Criterion Collection - Read more

Read full article & reviewsjWhere to watch
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CINEMA

Owrang Editorial - Jul 9, 2026
Al Cinema, From Geneva to Hollywood

This is the week of Al cinema. The AI for Good Film Festival took place Thursday, July 9, in
Geneva as part of the United Nations Al for Good Global Summit, where ten finalist
filmmakers, selected from more than one thousand submissions, presented their Al-powered
short films before an international jury. The festival celebrates storytelling at the
intersection of technology and global challenges. Two days later, on Saturday, July 11, the
Al Read full article
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CINEMA

Solutions

for One
Problem

Owrang Editorial - Jul 9, 2026
Three Iranian Masters in Bologna

The 40th Cinema Ritrovato festival in Bologna, Italy, devoted to restored and rediscovered
treasures of film history, is honoring three late masters of Iranian cinema this year. A
tribute to Abbas Kiarostami featured four of his short films, including Bread and Alley and
Breaktime. Also screening are Dariush Mehrjui's The Cycle, newly restored in 4K by
Cineteca di Bologna and the Iran Heritage Foundation, and The Secrets of the Treasure of
the Read full article
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This Is Not Art, This Is Life: Ross McElwee on “Remake”
and “Sherman’s March”

In an interview with Matt Zoller Seitz for RogerEbert.com, Ross McElwee, one of America's
most original documentary filmmakers and a longtime Harvard teacher, discusses his new
documentary Remake and the lasting influence of Sherman's March. Remake confronts the
death of his son Adrian, who appeared throughout McElwee's later films and struggled with
mental illness and addiction. McElwee explains that he initially could not write or watch
moving Read full article
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Three Karlovy Vary films confront patriarchy, exploitation,
and xenophobia

Reporting from the Karlovy Vary International Film Festival for RogerEbert.com, Robert
Daniels reviews Rose, Black Money for White Nights, and Paris Paris. Though presented in
different festival sections, all three films follow people struggling against larger forces such
as patriarchy, misogyny, and xenophobia. In Rose, Sandra Huller, who won the Silver Bear
for Best Actress at the Berlinale for this role, plays a woman who has lived as a man Read
full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM
Assassin's Creed Black Flag Resynced returns to the golden
age of piracy

Brian Tallerico writes for RogerEbert.com that Assassin's Creed Black Flag Resynced brings
Edward Kenway's acclaimed 2013 adventure to a new generation with upgraded visuals and
several changes to gameplay. Set in the Caribbean in 1715, the game follows Kenway
through the golden age of piracy alongside historical figures like Blackbeard and Anne
Bonny. The remake retains the original's combination of open-world exploration, naval
combat, and Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

John Early discusses camp, melodrama, and sincerity in
Maddie's Secret

In an interview with RogerEbert.com, John Early discusses his feature directorial debut
Maddie's Secret, in which he plays a food influencer struggling with an eating disorder that
has followed her since youth. Early explains that the film draws from 1950s women's
pictures, television melodramas, John Waters, Showgirls, and other cinematic references,
but gradually became a deeply personal work; he says the only way through such a sensitive
Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

Bob's Funeral explores grief, fatherhood, and family
memory

In the latest edition of Short Films in Focus for RogerEbert.com, Collin Souter reviews Jack
Dunphy's documentary short Bob's Funeral. Beginning with the funeral of the filmmaker's
grandfather, the film gradually becomes a personal investigation into three generations of
one family, exploring fatherhood, grief, and inherited trauma. By carrying his camera
through uncomfortable family conversations, Dunphy reveals the contrast between the
legacy Read full article
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The Five-Star Weekend takes women's inner lives seriously

Reviewing Peacock's new series for RogerEbert.com, Cristina Escobar finds The Five-Star
Weekend, an eight-part adaptation of Elin Hilderbrand's novel, a refreshing surprise.
Jennifer Garner stars as Hollis Shaw, a recently widowed baking influencer who invites four
friends from different stages of her life to her childhood home on Cape Cod as she navigates
grief. Unlike the wave of similar shows built on dead bodies and dark secrets, the series
Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

Robert Richardson reflects on filmmaking in Robert
Richardson: The White Devil

In an interview with RogerEbert.com, three-time Academy Award winning cinematographer
Robert Richardson, whose credits include Platoon, JFK, Kill Bill, and Once Upon a Time in
Hollywood, discusses the documentary Robert Richardson: The White Devil, which
premiered at the Karlovy Vary International Film Festival, where he also received the
Crystal Globe for outstanding artistic contribution to world cinema. He reflects on decades
of collaboration Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM
A declaration of independence for American filmmakers

Writing for RogerEbert.com, Matt Zoller Seitz uses the United States' 250th anniversary to
compare the current state of American cinema with the period around the 1976
bicentennial. He recalls how films such as Nashville, Taxi Driver, Killer of Sheep, Rocky,
Chinatown, and The Godfather confronted American history and identity during another
troubled era, many of them made outside the studio system. Despite today's media
consolidation and Read full article
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PITCHFORK

-Jul 8, 2026
Lady Gaga earns her fifth Emmy nomination for a

Wednesday song

Lady Gaga has received a 2026 Emmy nomination for The Dead Dance, her song for the
second season of Tim Burton's series Wednesday, heard in the much-viewed scene in which
Enid and Agnes perform a dance routine at the Venetian Gala. The nomination, in the
Outstanding Original Music and Lyrics category, is the fifth Emmy nomination of her career.
Andrew Watt and Henry Russell Walter, known as Cirkut, who cowrote the song with Gaga,
are also Read full article
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PITCHFORK

- Jul 8, 2026
Devendra Banhart, Gyan Riley, and Noah Georgeson form

new band Hug

Devendra Banhart, the Venezuelan-American singer-songwriter, has formed a new band
called Hug with guitarist Gyan Riley and producer and multi-instrumentalist Noah
Georgeson. The trio will release its self-titled debut album on September 11 through David
Byrne's Luaka Bop label. They have also shared the album's lead single, Cow With Half
Moon Parasol. Banhart and Georgeson are longtime collaborators who previously worked
together on the 2021 Read full article
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-Jul 7, 2026
IndieSpace to open a new multi-use space in Hell's Kitchen

IndieSpace, a New York City nonprofit that helps artists and small theatre companies find
affordable space, has announced plans to open a new multi-use venue in Hell's Kitchen. The
5,500-square-foot space will be located on the ground floor of Rialto West at 508 West 49th
Street and 10th Avenue, with an expected opening in late 2026 or early 2027. Located just
blocks from the theatre district, the space will support rehearsals, performances, Read full
article

ali€ o Syoisti oS 3o 4o $lo3l o shiiosia lini Gupwlai!

slasg K g ohiiayia $li s 4 o gse slalad oS pald sln € (Shpe e linilud olosle cGuppwlisanh

Ly Lind ol S aalpns il yasS 3la alaa 5 836 6 plitesin sLind oSy 4 crwd 53 S aMel i€ a IS il S S
ALl 59 9soe ST 5 0508 H1E e FA GlLla 5o ey silly» Hlais by GSes ik o p e 58 00 - cia ls
S el eyt a5l ciplat alenl s plyg il dloa by sTdg ath il <€ 550 gy s 3l Yo YV sl b Yo Y5 Jlo
sotss oliiasia sl sln glis alse Sl Sy gia g e sk Jitwe glaiesia 51 glyidy 5 6O wlula «Side

dalsl

OWRANG WEEKLY - 35 - Week of July 20, 2026 - <4 - CONTENTS


https://www.americantheatre.org/2026/07/07/indiespace-to-open-new-multi-use-space-in-hells-kitchen/
https://www.americantheatre.org/2026/07/07/indiespace-to-open-new-multi-use-space-in-hells-kitchen/
https://www.americantheatre.org/2026/07/07/indiespace-to-open-new-multi-use-space-in-hells-kitchen/
https://owrang.org/weekly/#n_bc312a2e92e92ff3f9f6c896086b7b7d

AMERICAN THEATRE

- Jul 6, 2026
Doris Duke and Ford partner to fund performing arts

technology innovation

The Doris Duke Foundation, in partnership with the Ford Foundation, has announced new
grants to support technological innovation and infrastructure in the performing arts. The
grants total more than $4 million over five years and will fund projects exploring how
technology can reshape the field. Selected projects include an ethically sourced Al platform
for Black theatre management, multisensory access systems, remote real-time tools for jazz
Read full article
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AMERICAN THEATRE

- Jul 3, 2026
Great pride and pain as America approaches 250

In an editor's note for American Theatre, Rob Weinert-Kendt reflects on the United States
250th anniversary and asks whether the performing arts can still offer a meaningful sense
of shared identity or patriotism. Beginning with his childhood memory of the 1976
bicentennial, he contrasts that innocent celebration with a fuller awareness of slavery,
disenfranchisement, and Indigenous dispossession. He recalls Liza Jessie Peterson's one-
woman Read full article
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AMERICAN THEATRE

- Jul 3, 2026
A bilingual conversation on theatre in Puerto Rico and the
Boricua diaspora

American Theatre's Offscript podcast presents a live bilingual conversation recorded at the
Theatre Communications Group National Conference in San Juan. The gathering marked the
first time the conference was held outside the mainland United States. Writer Miranda
Purcell moderates a discussion with Puerto Rican theatremakers Sylvia Bofill and Georgina
Borri about the state of theatre on the island and the experiences of artists across the Read
full article
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AMERICAN THEATRE

-Jul 2, 2026
Girls Confined, Interrupted, Awakened

In a critic's notebook for American Theatre, Eve Bromberg brings together four Off-
Broadway productions to examine how women and girls confront identity, desire, friendship,
mental health, and self-determination within intimate or secluded spaces. She argues that
Camping (at HERE Arts Center through July 11), ||:GIRLS:||:CHANCE:||:MUSIC:||, Girl,
Interrupted (at the Public Theater through July 12), and Dad Don't Read This reflect a
growing Read full article

JL\.‘[.!J GA.&J ‘JLAA BL) O'JBJ

s co oL g aaa e HLE RSy HUS 1y sauli-T Glled Hlen it oSa el dae sl bl 50 el o

35 ULl 5 ol el ¢ g Jie ccuysa boyeas, Sy 31 5e0 5 asane slaliad ju o5 slacipasis &

b oil sl olsie 4S) « dpwsatcing o liney (@Yo V) U in 3K 5a ) «SiaS» slagiyled ol g oo 554,

ol Ly 5 (¥ VY U iags il ) «aiddsl iasy shias Gulidl (o g o 4ib sl Aiw s o sicai o LS e

Lol sapay slady a1 cdylaie glacylyy sla 4 <S il o LiliT 5o 836 il K 51 aladisad 1) «olsad 1,

OWRANG WEEKLY - 39 - Week of July 20, 2026 - <wu i - CONTENTS


https://www.americantheatre.org/2026/07/02/girls-confined-interrupted-awakened/
https://www.americantheatre.org/2026/07/02/girls-confined-interrupted-awakened/
https://owrang.org/weekly/#n_82a48258b4cf39e8ef384fa21e7e66ce

AMERICAN THEATRE

-Jun 25, 2026
New fellowships, commissions, and grants support theatre

artists across the United States

American Theatre has published a roundup of new fellowships, grants, commissions, and
professional honors in the theatre field. Brittany K. Allen and Anterior Leverett were named
the 2026 Hansberry-Lilly Fellows, a program supporting women and female-identifying
playwrights of color enrolled in or accepted to MFA playwriting programs. The report also
highlights a new partnership between Hermitage Artist Retreat and Manhattan Theatre
Club to Read full article
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BOOK OF THE WEEK dida olis

The Blind Owl: Ninety Years in
the Shadows

By Owrang editorial

In 1936, the same year Chaplin released Modern Times, Sadegh Hedayat self-
published The Blind Owl in Bombay in a handful of copies marked "not for sale in
Iran." The most influential modern Persian novel turns ninety alongside this issue's
Story of the Week.

In the same year Charlie Chaplin showed a man caught among the factory
gears in Modern Times, a thirty-three-year-old writer in Bombay, far from
Iran, was duplicating a book by hand in a small run of copies. On their flyleaf
stood a sentence that would itself become part of the book's fate: "The
printing and sale of this book in Iran is forbidden." The writer was Sadegh
Hedayat, the book The Blind Owl; one of the first and most important modern

Persian novels, which turns ninety this year. From a distance, the 1936
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symmetry between Modern Times and The Blind Owl takes on new meaning.
One, in the West, showed the human being facing the machine through
humor and motion. The other, in the Persian language, sent a human being
down into his own darkness. The world stood on the edge of a new war, and
literature and cinema each announced, in its own way, the anxiety of modern
man. Chaplin showed the outside: the factory, the street, work, and hunger.
Hedayat, in The Blind Owl, went inward: to nightmare, repetition, desire,
isolation, and the shadow that never leaves a person. The nameless narrator
of The Blind Owl is a reclusive painter who paints the same image on pen
cases again and again: a bent old man beneath a cypress tree and a girl
offering him a morning-glory flower. He wants to tell his story to his own
shadow before he dies. That shadow is one of the keys to the book's
endurance. One can read it in the language of psychoanalysis and think of the

dark, banished side of... Continue reading
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ASYMPTOTE JOURNAL

IN
CONVER

SATION:
Olivia
Baes

-Jul 8, 2026
Translation in the space between language and image

French-American translator and multidisciplinary artist Olivia Baes speaks with Asymptote
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about translating Marguerite Duras, the celebrated French writer and filmmaker best
known for The Lover, and her decade-long collaboration with Emma Ramadan. The
conversation centers on Six Films, a collection in which Duras reworked six of her films into

extended prose poems and monologues, creating a hybrid form between literature and
cinema. Baes Read full article
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MUBI NOTEBOOK

-Jul 7, 2026
Julian Radlmaier shares five images that shaped his cinema

In MUBI Notebook's Five Inspirations series, German filmmaker Julian Radlmaier, whose
new film Phantoms of July is showing exclusively on MUBI, presents five images hanging in
his apartment and explains how each one connects to his artistic development. The first is
an ink drawing by Jan Bachmann that recalls friendship, idleness, and a woodland cabin
they once shared. Radlmaier says that he believes in cinema as a practice of friendship. The
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ASYMPTOTE JOURNAL

- Jul 6, 2026
Kathmandu's arts and literary scene gathers momentum

before the monsoon

Writing for Asymptote, Alfa M. Shakya reports on a particularly active period for arts and
culture in Nepal before the arrival of the monsoon. Abinash Bikram Shah's Elephants in the
Fog won the Un Certain Regard jury prize at Cannes, Nepal's first-ever award at the
festival, while the Kathmandu International Film Festival drew packed audiences and gave
the local arts community a renewed sense of confidence. Two literary festivals then took
place Read full article
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PARIS REVIEW

- Jul 6, 2026
Helene Bessette and the novel as arc lamp

Writing for The Paris Review, Kathryn Scanlan examines Twenty Minutes of Silence by
Helene Bessette, the experimental and long-overlooked French novelist championed by
Raymond Queneau, on the occasion of Kate Briggs's English translation, out July 14 from
New Directions. The novel began on a seaside holiday with Bessette's two sons: one night
they heard a gunshot in their hotel, and the next day read in the newspaper that a teenage
boy had Read full article
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-Jul 3, 2026

Seven word reviews from Il Cinema Ritrovato 2026

In the latest edition of its Seven Word Reviews series, MUBI Notebook asked critics, festival
programmers, and film professionals attending the fortieth Il Cinema Ritrovato in Bologna
to describe selected films in only seven words. The format is inspired by cinema's status as
the seventh art and the growing emphasis on brevity in online criticism. The selections
reflect the festival's broad program of new restorations, rare revivals, and Read full article
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MUBI NOTEBOOK

MUBI PODCAST
;EEDLE ON THE RECORD, SIDE 2 !
A L,." |

-Jul 2, 2026
MUBI Podcast revisits Belly and its lasting impact on hip
hop cinema

The latest episode of the MUBI Podcast explores Hype Williams's 1998 feature debut Belly,
examining how the film transformed the visual language of hip hop cinema. The discussion
focuses on the movie's iconic opening robbery sequence, set to Soul II Soul's Back to Life,
and considers how the combination of music and image became one of the defining
moments of the genre. Host Rico Gagliano speaks with Soul II Soul songwriter Simon Law
about the Read full article
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LOCAL NEWS -l ,lal

SF CLASSICAL VOICE

Christopher Thompson wins the Emerging Black Composers
Project award

The San Francisco Symphony has named jazz composer and mallet percussionist
Christopher Thompson the winner of its sixth annual Emerging Black Composers Project
award. The Michael Morgan Prize, named for the late Oakland Symphony conductor,
includes a $15,000 commission for a new work to be performed by the San Francisco
Symphony during the 2027-28 season. Also known as Master Christopher, Thompson
creates work that combines contemporary art Read full article
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SF CLASSICAL VOICE

- Jul 8, 2026
Bay Area and Los Angeles organizations honored at
Chamber Music America Awards

Chamber Music America has announced the recipients of its annual member-nominated
awards, with several California organizations receiving top honors. Music at Kohl Mansion,
led by Patricia Kristof Moy in Burlingame, was named Community Impact Presenter of the
Year. The Telegraph Quartet, founded in Berkeley and now based at the University of
Michigan, won Album of the Year for Edge of the Storm, while Camerata Pacifica, which has
presented Read full article

Sidgdia e S el ulas Arwge G¥lo Silsa 59 LIS slasg S

K] AJ; A g J)S ‘AMLle\s.lj)Ls.c gl.&i.i[ LA..A.QI(SI‘) L|4$ b EEEN GYLw}llﬁ QKJJ‘).! «LS,‘N).ATGLLAJ%Q U'a'l"'"d"’» JLg.i

23 S @slee 5o G ged degane aiid K 518 5B gle o pulailial 5 Supuilyio s gls dibie 51 5Ll
1S« iy Sy 10,8 il o 1) «eleind il b Jlo satiSHIR 5 olsie (650 8 sty S Ldy il cuy e 4 oKy 5

«Jls asully Glsic 44 «oligi ady asill sl el o Kidipe o Kils uia 65,8 0 53ST 5 00,8 5Ll (S50 5115 asa cuyllad

wlal 1) «Jlw 89,8 olsie i€ o Dal daliy WddS Osin jo cowl Juad Y8 oS «Kdpwly GlelK» 5 aidb sy X

OWRANG WEEKLY - 51 - Week of July 20, 2026 - <wu4i - CONTENTS


https://www.sfcv.org/articles/music-news/chamber-music-america-awards-fete-bay-area-and-la-based-groups
https://www.sfcv.org/articles/music-news/chamber-music-america-awards-fete-bay-area-and-la-based-groups
https://www.sfcv.org/articles/music-news/chamber-music-america-awards-fete-bay-area-and-la-based-groups
https://owrang.org/weekly/#n_e7ffd5076c76f273e9035956e41d70f9

SF CLASSICAL VOICE

- Jul 3, 2026
Paul Huang shines in San Francisco Symphony concert led

by Chloe Van Soeterstede

Reviewing the San Francisco Symphony's July 1 concert for San Francisco Classical Voice,
Steven Winn praises violinist Paul Huang's performance of Max Bruch's First Violin
Concerto as the highlight of the evening. Rather than emphasizing technical display, Huang
focused on lyrical phrasing, warmth, and musical continuity, delivering a thoughtful and
deeply expressive interpretation. The orchestra responded with sensitive support,
particularly in Read full article

Sl iyl dodaw U saiwyigw o5 o20lS i opuiwad o &i'y&g&d&\,a

53 Silsa Jy sl sSuuilyio s gstosw 51wl o i€ ali 53 «Guy s SIS Sl g Loy 4 bi 50 o1 ol
5l S Glnlai la 4 Sila o G 4 ails oo aliny Ghiag o sitma i | Eas oaSle i esled oo g s 57 puiS
5 st s a1 1850 5 1St 0 S a5 008 5Sat lipwse (Siwgn 5 oly bl il glagashe 5 o
Sl yd lage siay waiuwsisw o oIS b Hall i slanil 5 Sialea ( dbl logse 53 83us 4 sl b alea 5o

Lolal daghay Ay oo ol cuwlua 5 eudy i a9 b adiie .o ,S dusad SiwSHl ol Uy asd jgian oAl

OWRANG WEEKLY - 52 - Week of July 20, 2026 - <wu i - CONTENTS


https://www.sfcv.org/articles/review/sf-symphony-chloe-van-soeterstede-needs-more-time-impress
https://www.sfcv.org/articles/review/sf-symphony-chloe-van-soeterstede-needs-more-time-impress
https://www.sfcv.org/articles/review/sf-symphony-chloe-van-soeterstede-needs-more-time-impress
https://owrang.org/weekly/#n_5931bda828e1138d9c231fc1676968d3

BERKELEYSIDE

-Jul 7, 2026
The Lunchbox on stage: the musical that conquered
Berkeley

The world-premiere musical The Lunchbox, running at Berkeley Rep since May, has sold out
night after night and been extended twice; reviewing for KQED, Gabe Meline calls it, in
plain terms, a bona fide hit, noting that mid-run audiences still treat it like opening night,
with a buzzing lobby, standing ovations, and flower bouquets at the ready. Adapted from
Ritesh Batra's beloved 2013 film, the story follows Ila, a young Mumbai wife trying to Read
full article
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UPCOMING EVENTS -Lulys,

PR

Dirty Dancing Under the Summer Sky at the Crocker
Crocker Art Museum, 216 O Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Crocker Art Museum's Movies Off the Wall summer series screens Dirty Dancing in the
museum courtyard on Thursday, July 16. Doors open at 7 pm and the film rolls at sundown,
turning the 1980s favorite into a relaxed outdoor evening at the museum.
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Crocker Art Museum, 216 O Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
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Jazz Night at the Crocker with Clairdee
Crocker Art Museum, 216 O Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Crocker Art Museum's summer Jazz Night series welcomes vocalist Clairdee on Thursday,

July 23. Known for her warm, story-driven readings of jazz standards, she performs from 7
to 8:45 pm, with seating from 6:30 pm.
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C.S. Lewis' The Screwtape Letters at Harris Center
Harris Center for the Arts, 10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630

Harris Center for the Arts in Folsom hosts C.S. Lewis' The Screwtape Letters on July 25 and
26, 2026, a faithful and wickedly funny stage adaptation of the classic novel. Framed as
correspondence from a senior devil to his nephew, the play turns Lewis' meditation on
temptation and the human soul into sharp, theatrical satire.
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Shakespeare's Twelfth Night, 1966 Style
Art Court Theatre, Sacramento City College, 3835 Freeport Blvd, Sacramento, CA

The Sacramento Shakespeare Festival stages Twelfth Night, the beloved comedy of
shipwrecks, disguises, and mistaken love, reimagined in 1966 Philadelphia. Directed by Lori
Ann DeLappe-Grondin and Christine Nicholson, performances run through July 26 at the Art
Court Theatre.
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Art Court Theatre, Sacramento City College, 3835 Freeport Blvd, Sacramento, CA
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ST /
A CELEBRATION OF IRANIAN ANGELENO CULTURE
” . o THROUGH FOOD, ART AND MORE &

SmorgasJOON: A Celebration of Iranian Angeleno Culture at
Smorgasburg LA

Row DTLA, 777 S Alameda St, Los Angeles, CA 90021

Farhang Foundation and Smorgasburg, America's largest weekly outdoor food festival,
present SmorgasJOON, a one-day celebration honoring the vibrant heritage of Iranian
Angelenos through food, art, music, shopping, and cultural experiences. The open-air
festival brings the sights, sounds, and flavors of Iran to the heart of downtown Los Angeles
at Row DTLA, from 10 AM to 4 PM, with free entry for all.
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EXPERIENCE WHERE BSREAMS BEGIN.

ALICIA KEYS’

HELLS KITCHE
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Alicia Keys' Hell's Kitchen Comes to Sacramento
SAFE Credit Union Performing Arts Center, 1301 L Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Broadway Sacramento presents Hell's Kitchen, the Tony winning musical built on Alicia
Keys' songbook, July 29 through August 9 at the SAFE Credit Union Performing Arts Center.

Seventeen-year-old Ali comes of age in a Manhattan apartment tower filled with music, in a
story inspired by Keys' own youth.
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SAFE Credit Union Performing Arts Center, 1301 L Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
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* THE BEST MOVIE SCORES OF

"JOHN WILLIAMS

PERFORMED BY THE FULEDM LAKE SYMPHONY

.u.u. TIEHETS INCLUDE ENTRANCE TO THE CRYSTAL AFFAIR PRE-PARTY
: e . FOOD + WINE + CONCERT 4+ AUGUST 15 o

& |"' Harris Conter CELEBRATING 15 YEARS

The Crystal Affair at Harris Center
Harris Center for the Arts, 10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630

Harris Center for the Arts in Folsom marks fifteen years of bringing performing arts to the
Sacramento region with The Crystal Affair on August 15, 2026. An elegant pre-concert party
is followed by the Folsom Lake Symphony performing iconic film scores by John Williams,
honoring the orchestra that first opened the center fifteen years ago.
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Harris Center for the Arts, 10 College Parkway, Folsom, CA 95630
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Turandot: To the Daughters of the East Opens in Venice
With Iranian Artists

Palazzo Cavalli-Franchetti, San Marco 2847, 30124 Venice, Italy

Farhang Foundation presents Turandot: To the Daughters of the East at the historic Palazzo
Cavalli-Franchetti in Venice, Italy. The exhibition features new and iconic artworks from 11
artists spanning multiple genres, reclaiming the Persian roots of the Turandot legend, a tale
that traveled from Nizami's poetry to Puccini's opera, and dedicating it to the women of Iran
and the East. On view through October 31, 2026, with free admission.
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