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STORY OF THE WEEK-wia ylwls

STORY OF THE WEEK

Farewell to Shahrnush
Parsipur, Author of Women
Without Men

Shahrnush Parsipur, novelist, translator, and one of the defining
figures of contemporary Iranian literature, died on Friday, July 3, 2026,
in a hospital outside San Francisco. She had been hospitalized since
the previous week following a heart attack. Born in Tehran on
February 17, 1946, Parsipur was, after Simin Daneshvar, among the
first Iranian women to pursue the writing of novels as a serious
profession. Her first novel, The Dog and the Long Winter, appeared in

the 1970s and quickly showed that we were facing a writer who wove
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the hidden corners of womanhood into the fabric of her work, while
defining it against the real world and its everyday violence. In her
novels, from Touba and the Meaning of Night to Women Without Men,
imagination and the realities of women's lives merge on a ground of
magical realism. Her fictional world is built of house, body, fear,
desire, loneliness, myth, and history. Parsipur spoke of the things

society had kept silent about, and she made that
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Owrang Editorial - Jul 10, 2026 - Read full article
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By Sadegh Hatefi _iila 30l
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O Love

And then

I fall into a scream

I look

"What has passed and what has not passed"

I overflow with pain

I overflow with suffering

A terrifying neigh rises from the earth to the sky

and winds beneath the dome of night

The season of troubled dreams

Dark nightmares

and sleep and sleep, in the immense pulse of the mind:

a road that calls for a traveler
and the bones of caravan camels
the skeletons of the chieftains

the desert

At a burning noon, I lifted my head
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My searching gaze embraced reality, naked

A sobbing cry filled me

My face blistered from the heat of tears

An eagle with fallen wings fixed its eyes on me
and its beak touched the dust

At night

a lantern called me

Its song wound into my ear
My gaze clung to its flame

It was as though a second birth

A terrifying carriage set itself in motion
It crushed the whole past

and night was a sleeping realm

More gently, more gently

a calm breath

More deeply, more deeply
a search within the self
And a murmur in song:

"O love, O love

you who are a lantern, a tumult, a cry
a law, a foundation

O love, O love

you who are a smile, a hope
hidden, and in sight

you who are a lantern, a lantern, a lantern"
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I lean upon the earth

and stand on my own feet
Thinking of taking one step, I think
I think, I think

10 Mehr 1356, Evin
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Owrang Editorial - Jun 27, 2026

Manoucher Yektai: The Stranger and the Tree at ICA Miami

ICA Miami presents Manoucher Yektai: The Stranger and the Tree, the first solo museum
exhibition in the United States for the Tehran born painter. A founding member of the New
York School and a major figure in abstract expressionism, Yektai is known for richly
impastoed canvases. The show gathers about thirty paintings from 1948 to 1963, drawing
on Persian rugs, Iranian flora, calligraphy, and mystical poetry. Read full article
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Greetings from London, where Banksy's flag man is a
warning cry

In a dispatch by Vincent Ni, NPR turns to the newest work by famed street artist Banksy in
London's Waterloo Place: a life-size statue that appeared overnight in late April and quickly
became one of the city's most talked-about public artworks, so much so that local
authorities ringed it with protective barriers. The statue depicts a man in a suit striding
forward along the edge of a high plinth, flag hoisted proudly; the wind has blown the flag
Read full article
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THE QUIETUS

-Jul 1, 2026

The Strange World Of... King Tubby

In a piece by David Katz, The Quietus explores the strange world of King Tubby, the
enigmatic and hugely influential Jamaican audio engineer who, through heavy mixes, deep
echoes, sounds dropped out and thrown back in, and endless play with bass and reverb,
turned dub from a product of Kingston's sound system culture into an independent musical
language. Written to mark fifty years since the landmark "King Tubbys Meets Rockers
Uptown" and ahead Read full article
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THE QUIETUS

- Jun 30, 2026
Pomelo - Loreless

In a review by Konstantinos Pappis, The Quietus takes on "Loreless," the debut album by
Amsterdam duo Pomelo. The record moves through a woozy, dark, anxious kind of pop:
music of muffled sounds, trembling beats, close-up murmurs, and a mood suspended
between intimacy and disorientation. The duo, Wynnm Murphy, who records ambient folk
under that name, and Luke Elliott, each arrived with an independent path of blending
organic and digital Read full article
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CINEMA-Liw

FILM OF THE WEEK

i oL

The Traveler

Dir. Abbas Kiarostami aiw,u4S julic - Iran

Kiarostami's first feature follows Qassem, a football-obsessed boy from
Malayer who lies, schemes and photographs his classmates with an empty
camera to fund his journey to a big match in Tehran. Shot in stark black and
white with nonprofessional actors, it announced a master and ends with one
of Iranian cinema's most unforgettable final shots. Three critical perspectives

on the film follow below.

REVIEWS

Three critics, three angles on this film - handpicked by Owrang:

Senses of Cinema - Kiarostami's parable beside Truffaut's 400 Blows - Read

more

Film Freedonia - The debut that announced a master - Read more
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MoMA - Innocence and experience, in the museum's words - Read more

Read full article & reviews
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CINEMA '..A.lé..w

By Reza Khanlari
A House Built on Water

A House Built on Water won the Crystal Simorgh for Best Film at the Fajr Film Festival; a
film that remained banned for a year before it finally reached the screen. In this essay, Reza
Khanlari examines Bahman Farmanara’s masterwork sequence by sequence: from the
skeins of yarn that weave destiny to the light that falls upon the bed of the child who knows
the Quran by heart.

Note: This essay recounts the film’s story in full.

Bahman Farmanara is a celebrated Iranian writer, producer, and director whose works
shine like a treasury in the history of Iranian cinema. In his first steps as a filmmaker,
Farmanara made the short films Nowruz and Caviar and Tehran, Old and New in 1972. His
first feature, Qamar Khanum’s House (1), seems distant from the artistic personality and
cinematic thinking that would define his later work. With his next film, Prince Ehtejab (2),
an adaptation of a story by Houshang Golshiri, he won the acclaim of critics and the prize
for Best Film at the Tehran International Film Festival. His third feature, Tall Shadows of
the Wind, adapted from Golshiri’s The Read more
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CINEMA

Owrang Editorial - Jul 3, 2026

Restored Bashu, the Little Stranger Rolls Out Theatrically
Across North America

The newly restored print of Bahram Beyzaie's 1984 masterpiece Bashu, the Little Stranger
is playing theatrically across North America, distributed by Film Movement in the United
States and Montreal-based Ritual in Canada. The restoration launched in the Venice
Classics section of the 2025 Venice Film Festival, where it won the prize for best restored
film. Beyzaie's landmark tells the story of Bashu, a boy from the war-torn south of Iran who
Read full article
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CINEMA

Owrang Editorial - Jul 3, 2026
Iranian-American Documentary The Friend's House Is Here

Premieres at Karlovy Vary

The Friend's House Is Here (Khaneh Doost Injast), a documentary directed by Maryam Ataei
and Hossein Keshavarz and produced between Iran and the United States, has its
international premiere in the Special Screenings section of the 60th Karlovy Vary
International Film Festival, running July 3 to 11 in the Czech spa town. The 96-minute film
appears in a festival edition that gives Iranian cinema unusual prominence: Nader Saeivar's
Hijamat, Read full article
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CINEMA

Owrang Editorial - Jul 3, 2026
Travel Ban Keeps Jafar Panahi Away From Karlovy Vary
Tribute

The Karlovy Vary International Film Festival had hoped to welcome Jafar Panahi to its
milestone 60th edition. Artistic director Karel Och says the festival invited the Oscar-
nominated director because of his crucial involvement in the competition title Hijamat,
which he produced and edited. But in early June an Iranian court upheld a verdict finding
Panahi guilty of propaganda against the regime, sentencing him to one year in prison and a
Read full article
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Owrang Editorial - Jul 3, 2026
Hijamat, Produced and Edited by Jafar Panahi, World
Premieres at Karlovy Vary

Hijamat, the fourth feature by Iranian director Nader Saeivar, world premieres July 8 in the
Crystal Globe competition of the 60th Karlovy Vary International Film Festival in the Czech
Republic. The film is produced and edited by Jafar Panahi, winner of the Palme d'Or and the
duo's longtime creative bond runs deep: Saeivar co-wrote It Was Just an Accident and 3
Faces with him. Set in Berlin, the drama stars German actor Kida Khodr Ramadan as Read
full article
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CINEMA

Owrang Editorial - Jun 27, 2026
UCLA Celebration of Iranian Cinema Returns

The UCLA Film and Television Archive and the Farhang Foundation presented the 2026
Celebration of Iranian Cinema, a tradition of more than thirty years. The program offered
twenty one feature and short films from Iran and the diaspora at the Billy Wilder Theater,
including a tribute to director Parviz Sayyad and a survey of the pre revolution Free Cinema
movement. All Iranian films were shown with English subtitles. Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM
“Elle” Does Its Best to Smell Like Teen Spirit

In a review by Jen Chaney, RogerEbert.com looks at "Elle," the television prequel to the
beloved "Legally Blonde" that imagines Elle Woods as a teenager in 1995, premiering July 1
on Prime Video. Set six years before the original film, the story finds Elle, fresh from sunny
Beverly Hills after her father's career scandal, suddenly dropped into overcast Seattle and
the flannel-clad, grunge-soaked world of a new school, where her pink wardrobe, Read full
article
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ROGEREBERT.COM
The Unloved, Part 151: Millennium Bugs

In part 151 of his video essay series The Unloved at RogerEbert.com, Scout Tafoya turns to
"Millennium Bugs," Alejandro Montoya Marin's scrappy low-budget indie, holding it up as an
example of cinema made through sheer stubbornness, heart, and personal drive. Tafoya
frames the piece as a continuation of his recent writing on the dire state of American
independent film, and describes "Millennium Bugs" as a feel-good comedy steeped in the
flavor Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

Living Something In Your Flesh: Alice Winocour on
“Couture”

For RogerEbert.com's Female Filmmakers in Focus column, Marya E. Gates interviews
French writer-director Alice Winocour, co-writer of the Oscar-nominated "Mustang," about
her new film "Couture," a drama starring Angelina Jolie set during Paris Fashion Week that
looks past fashion's glamour toward the body, the wound, illness, and women's unseen
labor. The film follows Maxine, an independent film director who, just after arriving in Paris
to Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

Season 2 of “X-Men ‘97” Is The Team, And The Superhero
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Genre, At Its Best

In a review by Kaiya Shunyata, RogerEbert.com hails season two of "X-Men '97" as one of
the freshest achievements in the superhero genre, arriving just when the genre badly needs
new energy. The story picks up exactly where season one ended: the X-Men are split into
three groups, one stranded in 3000 B.C., one in the present, and one flung to the year 3960,
and across all three timelines the heroes, and even some of their enemies, must confront
Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

Home Entertainment Guide June 2026: Hoppers, Crime 101,
The Mastermind, More

RogerEbert.com's June 2026 home entertainment guide, written by editor Brian Tallerico,
rounds up the month's most notable releases for home viewing, spanning new arrivals on
Netflix as well as Blu-ray and 4K editions from labels like Criterion and Arrow. For lovers of
Iranian cinema, the highlight is the special place of Jafar Panahi's Palme d'Or winner "It
Was Just an Accident" among Criterion's releases. Tallerico counts it among last year's
Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

-Jun 29, 2026
Retreating From The Elephant: The Perpetually Impending
Demise of Indie Cinema

In a bitter, personal essay at RogerEbert.com, critic and filmmaker Scout Tafoya examines
the fragile, grinding state of American independent cinema: a cinema that always seems on
the verge of extinction, though the real issue, he argues, is not only its death but the waste
of talent never given the chance to make a second or third film. Tafoya opens with regret
over filmmakers like Amanda Wilder, more than a decade past her magnificent Read full
article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

A French-Language “Zorro” Offers a Charmingly Offbeat
Interpretation of the Famous Vigilante

In a review by Lacy Baugher, RogerEbert.com looks at the French-language reimagining of
"Zorro" starring Jean Dujardin (Oscar winner for "The Artist"). The eight-part series,
premiering June 30 on MHz Choice, brings back the century-old masked hero not in fully
traditional form but as a blend of swashbuckling adventure, comedy, colonial politics, and
midlife crisis. The story opens in 1821. Don Diego de la Vega has long since hung up the
mask Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

The Honor of an Absolute Lifetime: Rod Lurie on “Lucky
Strike”

RogerEbert.com sits down with writer-director Rod Lurie to discuss his new film "Lucky
Strike," based on the true story of an American soldier in World War II who is wounded
behind enemy lines during the Battle of the Bulge in December 1944 and depends on the
era's newest technology, a portable radio, to survive. Scott Eastwood stars, with Aunjanue
Ellis-Taylor in a key role. In the interview, Lurie discusses limiting the point of view to his
Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM

“The Bear” Closes Its Doors With a Triumphant Final
Service in Season 5

In a review by Clint Worthington, RogerEbert.com calls the fifth and final season of "The
Bear" a tense, tightly focused, and ultimately triumphant close for a series that had
sometimes sprawled in recent seasons. Shorter than previous seasons, it unfolds almost
entirely over one critical day, the last chance for Carmy, Sydney, Richie, and the crew to
save the restaurant. By setting aside scattered subplots and returning to the restaurant
Read full article
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ROGEREBERT.COM
Two Incredible 4K Box Sets Target Loyal Fan Bases

RogerEbert.com spotlights two new 4K Blu-ray box sets it calls shortlist material for the
year's best. "Steven Spielberg: The Spotlight Collection" gathers eight masterpieces
together for the first time, from Jaws and Close Encounters to Schindler's List and Saving
Private Ryan, in steelbook editions with over 25 hours of bonus features. Arrow Video's
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"Jackie Chan's Breakout Hits" presents six films from the mid-90s stretch that turned Chan
from Read full article
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PITCHFORK

-Jul 1, 2026

Marina Herlop Readies New Album Dja Dja

Pitchfork reports that Catalan composer and experimental musician Marina Herlop is
readying her new album "Dja Dja," the follow-up to 2023's "Nekkuja," which she will release
independently for the first time on October 9. Alongside the announcement comes the new
track "Jaque": a labyrinth of interlaced piano, brass, bass, and voices. According to the
release notes, the fifteen-track album, pieced together slowly over three years, draws on the
Read full article
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AMERICAN THEATRE

-Jul 1, 2026

What Else Is New: From ‘Building’ to ‘F**king Strangers’

In its latest monthly World Premiere Roundup, American Theatre introduces the new plays
opening across the U.S. this July, a month when, as the editors note, summer heat visibly
thins the premiere calendar. The list opens with an immersive experience in New York:
"Building," which for two nights (July 7 and 8) transforms Brooklyn's Pioneer Works into an
exploratory portrait of 1970s New York during the construction of the World Trade Center
Read full article
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AMERICAN THEATRE

-Jun 30, 2026

We the (Theatre) People

In a historical essay for American Theatre's Summer 2026 issue, marking the 250th
anniversary of American independence, theatre historian Charlotte M. Canning reads the
history of theatre in the United States not merely as a history of stage and performance but
as part of the experience of democracy itself. She begins with John Adams, who predicted
July 4 would be celebrated "with Pomp and Parade, with Shews, Games, Sports," and moves
to Alexis Read full article
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AMERICAN THEATRE

- Jun 29, 2026
Pa’lante: Reflections on the TCG National Conference in
Puerto Rico

The Theatre Communications Group National Conference, titled Pa'lante: People Practice
Power, took place June 10 to 13 in San Juan, Puerto Rico; the conference's first fully
bilingual edition and its first ever held outside the U.S. mainland. At its center was the word
Pa'lante, a Puerto Rican expression meaning "onward," which the gathering tied to the
relationship between art, community, and collective movement. Programming was built
around Read full article
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BOOKS-ou<

BOOK OF THE WEEK

The journey of a novel, from its
birth in a garden in Karaj to the
Booker Prize lists, thirty-seven
years later.

By Houshang Golshiri

Shahrnush Parsipur passed away just yesterday in a town outside San Francisco;
only about four months earlier, her celebrated novel Women Without Men had
been nominated for the International Booker Prize after thirty-seven years. On this

occasion, we devote this week's book section to the journey of that book, from its

writing to the Booker.

About the story Women Without Men is a novel in the key of magical realism,
set in the shadow of the events of 1953 and the coup, following the fates of
five women who each flee their former lives by a different road and finally
converge in a garden in Karaj. Mahdokht, a teacher terrified of her own body
and of the world outside, wishes to become a tree and puts down roots in the

garden's soil. Munis, a woman of thirty-eight kept within the walls of the
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house by her brother, rises again after death and this time walks into the
street with eyes that read the minds of others. Faizeh, her friend, is captive to
the very beliefs that want women small, longing for a marriage that never
arrives the way she wished. Zarrinkolah, a prostitute who one day sees all
men as headless, escapes the house where her body was merchandise, to be
born anew. And Farrokhlaqga, an aristocratic woman silenced for years inside
a prosperous but humiliating marriage, buys the Karaj garden after her
husband's death and opens its door to the women. The garden is neither
paradise nor a safe refuge; it is a place where each woman comes face to face
with her past and finds her own way. In plain, storytelling prose, Parsipur
weaves mysticism and folklore into biting social realities, speaking of
virginity, desire, fear, and freedom so openly that the book was banned
immediately upon publication and its author sent to prison. Women Without

Men was written in the summer of 1978, in Paris, in the... Continue reading
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By Owrang Editorial

Prince Ehtejab (Shazdeh Ehtejab); Written by Houshang
Golshiri

Prince Ehtejab was published in 1969, one of the rare Persian novels that opened a new
path in narrative form, had something genuinely new to say, and quickly traveled beyond
the borders of its own literature. On the surface it is the story of a single night in which a
Qajar prince, sick and dying, sits in a decaying house as a flood of memories deepens his
unraveling mind. Memories that are in truth the retelling of the history of a dynasty, of an
entire historical era, and of the decay and disintegration of a power slowly wearing away; a
history saturated with violence, fear, possession, and the suppression of women.

The novel is rooted in the Qajar era, and the prince is the last survivor of a collapsed house;
his home is less a residence than a museum, where everything on display recalls a historical
passage whose disintegration is bound to the disintegration of his own ailing mind.
Photographs, objects, memories and the voices of the past come to life in the prince's mind
in disordered fashion, and he, unable to let go of his inheritance, is dragged down with it
into the Read more
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NEW YORK TIMES
BEST SELLER

Owrang Editorial - Jun 27, 2026

NPR Maps Iran Through Its Books, Films and Music

In a feature for public broadcaster NPR, journalists Anastasia Tsioulcas and Matteen
Mokalla guide readers through contemporary Iran by way of recent film, books, and music
made by Iranians themselves rather than outsiders. The film picks range from Kiarostami's
Where Is the Friend's House to Panahi's It Was Just an Accident and Rasoulof's The Seed of
the Sacred Fig. The reading list spans Kaveh Akbar's novel Martyr and fresh Rumi
translations Read full article
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LITHUB

-Jul 1, 2026

Seven Novels That Explore the Lives of Wayward Youth

In a list written for Literary Hub by New York Times bestselling author Susan Wiggs, seven
novels explore the lives of "wayward" and marginalized youth. Wiggs opens by explaining
that the label "wayward girl," in literature as in life, usually said less about a girl's own
behavior than about a society determined to correct or hide girls who were poor, outspoken,
pregnant, different, or simply in the way. She writes the list alongside her new Read full
article
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LITHUB

CoOLOMBI A

-Jul 1, 2026
Why Soledad Acosta de Samper’s Dolores is a Unicorn in the

Practice of Translation

In an essay by Sara Abadia Alvarado, Literary Hub turns to "Dolores" by Soledad Acosta de
Samper: writer, journalist, historian, and one of the most important yet belatedly recognized
figures of Colombian literature. Prolific in the nineteenth century, with twenty-one novels,
dozens of stories and treatises, and five newspapers to her name, Acosta was censored like
so many women writers of her era and slipped from literary memory until feminist Read
full article
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LITHUB

-Jul 1, 2026

Lit Hub’s Most Anticipated Books of 2026, Part Two

In part two of its annual most anticipated books feature, Literary Hub introduces 258 titles
for the remaining months of 2026: a sweeping list of novels, story collections, poetry,
memoir, criticism, history, popular culture, and nonfiction spanning July through December,
promising a rich half-year for serious readers. Among July's highlights are Colson
Whitehead with "Cool Machine," closing out his Harlem Trilogy in the 1980s; Sigrid Nunez
Read full article
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MUBI NOTEBOOK

-Jul 1, 2026
Rushes | Luca Guadagnino Film Dropped By Amazon,

Robert Eggers Releases "Werwulf" Trailer, Indie
Filmmakers Disclose Financial Realities

In its weekly Rushes column, Notebook, MUBI's film publication, rounds up the week's
essential film-world news. The headline: Amazon MGM Studios abruptly dropped Luca
Guadagnino's "Artificial," a biographical comedy-drama about OpenAl CEO Sam Altman,
days after Amazon signed a $50 billion deal with OpenAlI; Neon is expected to pick up the
film. The Remembering section marks two deaths: James Burrows, the legendary American
TV comedy director, at Read full article
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MUBI NOTEBOOK

-Jun 30, 2026
Positively the Same Dame: An Obsession with "Vertigo"

In a feature essay for Notebook, MUBI's film publication, Katie Kadue examines the
obsessive place "Vertigo" holds in film history. She begins with the perennial complaint
about remakes and Hollywood's lack of new ideas, recalling that when a rumored "Vertigo"
remake starring Robert Downey Jr. surfaced in 2023, Variety asked why anyone would
remake a film so singular, and then shows that "Vertigo" itself is the best key to
understanding this Read full article
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MUBI NOTEBOOK

- Jun 29, 2026
A Sovereign Surface: Jackals, Pixels, and the Right to
Opacity

In an essay by Fatoumata Bah, MUBI's film publication Notebook explores "Bouchra"
(2025), directed by Meriem Bennani and Orian Barki: a film that moves between New York
and Casablanca, tracing a young Moroccan filmmaker's life in the space between self-
knowledge, family, migration, and language. "Bouchra" is neither a conventional
documentary nor a standard biographical drama; it draws on 3D animation, phone calls,
multiple languages, and a Read full article
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MUBI NOTEBOOK

THE CURRENT DEBATE

- Jun 26, 2026

The Current Debate | AI and Cinema, or: What Is a Film?

In its Current Debate column, written by Leonardo Goi, Notebook, MUBI's film publication,
tackles one of cinema's hottest questions: if a film is generated by artificial intelligence, is it
still a film? The essay opens with "Dreams of Violets" by Iranian-British artist Ash Koosha: a
75-minute, entirely Al-generated work made for under $2,000 about recent events in Iran,
which screened at Tribeca as the first Al-generated feature accepted at a Read full article
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MUBI NOTEBOOK

-Jun 25, 2026
Filmmaker Survey | Carla Simén

For its Filmmaker Survey series, Notebook, MUBI's film publication, turns to Carla Simodn,
the Catalan director and Golden Bear winner. The short interview arrives with her new film
"Romeria," which premiered in competition at Cannes and concludes an intimate cycle of
works drawn from her bittersweet family history; her debut "Summer 1993" won three

Goyas, and "Alcarras" took the Golden Bear at the Berlinale. Simon's answers sketch a clear
Read full article
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PUBLIC BOOKS

PREREND
TUUREYDEAL
ANLEE
CARRY YOU

-Jun 24, 2026

Julian Delgado Lopera on “Pretend You’'re Dead and I Carry
You”

On Public Books' Writing Latinos podcast, host Geraldo Cadava talks with Colombian-
American writer Julidn Delgado Lopera about his new novel "Pretend You're Dead and I
Carry You," just published by Liveright; a novel set in Bogota that moves through family,
language, gender, religion, and Colombia's history of violence. In the conversation, Lopera

points to the Magdalena River as one of the novel's emotional and historical anchors, a river
bound Read full article
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ELECTRIC LITERATURE

- Jun 23, 2026
Andrew Sean Greer Refuses to Kill His Darlings

In an installment of its 23 Questions series, Electric Literature sits down with Andrew Sean
Greer, author of the Pulitzer-winning "Less." The title, "Andrew Sean Greer Refuses to Kill
His Darlings," playfully nods to one of the most famous workshop maxims: that a writer
must cut the beloved but unnecessary lines and ideas. Greer names it as the advice he never
wants to hear again, and throughout the conversation he approaches writing from a Read
full article
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PARIS REVIEW

-Jun 18, 2026
Drinking Movies: Down and Out at Cannes

In its On Film column, The Paris Review publishes a personal essay by Inney Prakash, a
New York-based film programmer and critic, on the bond between cinema, the Cannes Film
Festival, and the experience of getting sober. Prakash begins at Cannes 2019, a trip meant
to be a cinephile's dream vacation that instead became a bitter reckoning with depression,
unemployment, loneliness, and dependence on alcohol. On that same trip he attends his first
Read full article
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MUBI NOTEBOOK

MUBI PODCAST

®
NEEDLE ON THE RECORD, SIDE 2

-Jun 18, 2026

MUBI Podcast | “All of Us Strangers”: Andrew Haigh
Believes in the Power of Love

On a new episode of the MUBI Podcast, from MUBI's film publication Notebook, British
filmmaker Andrew Haigh ("45 Years") discusses "All of Us Strangers," his tender, sorrowful
drama of loneliness, loss, and the longing to be seen again. Talking with host Rico Gagliano,
Haigh explains that he wrote the film in the isolation of the COVID pandemic, drawn to the
story of a man trying to move through solitude and grief. A central part of the Read full
article
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LOCAL NEWS -l ,lal

SF CLASSICAL VOICE

-Jun 30, 2026
The True Love Story of Leon Theremin and Lavinia Williams
Is Now an Opera

In a news piece by Janos Gereben, San Francisco Classical Voice covers "Madame
Theremin," a new opera about the real-life relationship of Lavinia Williams, an African
American ballerina, and Leon Theremin, the Russian inventor of the theremin, the world's
first electronic instrument, played without touch. The opera is composed by Kennedy
Verrett with a libretto by George M. Kopp, a duo awarded the Opera America New Works
Exploration Grant in Read full article
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SF CLASSICAL VOICE

-Jun 30, 2026
A.R. Rahman Brings His “Symphony of Contrasts” to Davies
Hall

In a report by Janos Gereben, San Francisco Classical Voice covers A.R. Rahman's
appearance at Davies Symphony Hall: the prolific, globally celebrated composer of Indian
cinema whose name is bound for many listeners to the Oscar- and Grammy-winning
"Slumdog Millionaire," the musical "Bombay Dreams," and dozens of enduring scores. The

July 2 program, with the San Francisco Symphony conducted by Jonathan Taylor Rush, drew
such demand that the Read full article
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SF CLASSICAL VOICE
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Whett you listen to

-Jun 30, 2026

New York City Ballet Brings Dance Perfection to the
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion

In a review by Harlow Robinson, San Francisco Classical Voice covers New York City Ballet
at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion: a significant return to Los Angeles after more than two
decades away, the fabled company's first visit since 2004. With its orchestra, NYCB gave
seven performances of two programs from June 24 to 28, and the packed houses proved
LA's balletomanes had been waiting. The run was dedicated to Glorya Kaufman, the great
dance Read full article
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SF CLASSICAL VOICE

-Jun 30, 2026
SF Opera’s Pride Concert Turns Urgent and Exuberant

In a review by Steven Winn, San Francisco Classical Voice covers San Francisco Opera's
second annual Pride Concert, an evening that was both a colorful celebration and a
reminder of the urgency such gatherings carry. Held June 26 at the War Memorial Opera
House, the concert blended opera, pop, jazz, drag, rainbow lighting, and theatrical
costumes into a night both exuberant and meaningful. The program opened with
"Agnegram," the orchestral romp Read full article
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SF CLASSICAL VOICE

-Jun 30, 2026

The Organ Takes Center Stage at SF Symphony

In a review by Collin Ziegler, San Francisco Classical Voice covers the San Francisco
Symphony's latest concert at Davies Symphony Hall, a program that placed the mighty
Ruffatti Concert Organ at center stage. Commissioned for the hall from the Fratelli Ruffatti
workshop in Padua, Italy, the instrument's more than 8,000 pipes made it North America's
largest concert organ when installed in 1984, yet for decades it has rarely been heard.
Stéphane Read full article
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ArtMix: Theme Party at Crocker Art Museum
Crocker Art Museum, 216 O Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Crocker Art Museum's July ArtMix turns the museum into an evening theme party with
music, live performance, art-making, drinks, a vendor market, and costume energy. The
monthly 18-plus program is one of Sacramento's most accessible after-hours museum
events, mixing gallery culture with nightlife and giving local audiences a lively way to
experience the museum beyond a standard visit.
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Crocker Art Museum, 216 O Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
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Young Frankenstein Brings Mel Brooks Madness to
Broadway At Music Circus

UC Davis Health Pavilion, 1419 H Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Broadway At Music Circus, Sacramento's beloved theatre-in-the-round summer tradition
since 1951, presents Young Frankenstein, the blissfully funny monster mash based on Mel
Brooks's classic film comedy. Professional Broadway veterans perform in the intimate arena
setting of the UC Davis Health Pavilion, where audiences sit close enough to feel part of the
show. Performances run July 10 through 19, with evening and matinee options.
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UC Davis Health Pavilion, 1419 H Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
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Working for Crumbs: Final Weekend at B Street
The Sofia Tsakopoulos Center for the Arts, 2700 Capitol Ave, Sacramento, CA

Winner of B Street Theatre's New Comedies Festival, this world premiere dark comedy by
Kate Danley follows Grace and Amy, two outrageous office admins scraping meaning from
their soul-crushing jobs until calamity strikes. The production closes Sunday, July 12, so this
weekend is the last chance to catch it at The Sofia.
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Festival Beverly Hills 2026 With a Live Concert by Shahbal
Shabpareh and Black Cats

Beverly Gardens Park, 9439 Santa Monica Blvd, Beverly Hills, CA 90210

Farhang Foundation and the city of Beverly Hills present the annual Festival Beverly Hills, a
free summertime celebration of cultures from around the globe through art, music, dance,
and food. This year's Iranian headliner is the legendary father of Iranian pop, Shahbal
Shabpareh, performing live with Black Cats. The festival runs 11 AM to 6 PM at Beverly
Gardens Park and is free and open to all with registration.

oS by g 8 e Jlgrd oKl i€ £3hen 0 6,0 sliia

Beverly Gardens Park, 9439 Santa Monica Blvd, Beverly Hills, CA 90210

oSS slaKiasd o« G ulag gy aiiS co 51850 1 3l (s bl d¥lo o)l gidia sha (JJ)er e 5 Siajd sl
crwl o ll Db B s st eosicid Jlgd Jluel Gl Gy o, liw 038 o crbia 12 5 paly (Hrwge Gia bl Glea
9 3o 513851 59,8 (st SHU 59 seac £l V) el 3l o)l siiba Lagspe s G5 ouiS Sl oy S olyen oS

et o157 &l plicad b dea sl 94,5

OWRANG WEEKLY - 59 - Jun 29 - Jul 5, 2026 - ciwyé - CONTENTS


https://www.farhang.org/festival/festival-beverly-hills-2026
https://www.farhang.org/festival/festival-beverly-hills-2026

B Street Theatre Opens the Seventh Annual New Comedies
Festival

The Sofia, B Street Theatre, 2700 Capitol Ave, Sacramento, CA 95816

The Sofia, home of Sacramento's acclaimed B Street Theatre, kicks off its Seventh Annual
New Comedies Festival. Out of hundreds of national submissions, professional actors bring
four selected finalist works to the stage for the first time, including Lady Parts by Mary
Lynn Owen and Drag Queen Magic by Ian August, giving audiences a direct role in shaping
the future of contemporary theatrical comedy.
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Dirty Dancing Under the Summer Sky at the Crocker
Crocker Art Museum, 216 O Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Crocker Art Museum's Movies Off the Wall summer series screens Dirty Dancing in the
museum courtyard on Thursday, July 16. Doors open at 7 pm and the film rolls at sundown,
turning the 1980s favorite into a relaxed outdoor evening at the museum.
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SmorgasJOON: A Celebration of Iranian Angeleno Culture at
Smorgasburg LA

Row DTLA, 777 S Alameda St, Los Angeles, CA 90021

Farhang Foundation and Smorgasburg, America's largest weekly outdoor food festival,
present SmorgasJOON, a one-day celebration honoring the vibrant heritage of Iranian
Angelenos through food, art, music, shopping, and cultural experiences. The open-air
festival brings the sights, sounds, and flavors of Iran to the heart of downtown Los Angeles
at Row DTLA, from 10 AM to 4 PM, with free entry for all.
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OCT 31 - 7:00 PM

Turandot: To the Daughters of the East Opens in Venice
With Iranian Artists

Palazzo Cavalli-Franchetti, San Marco 2847, 30124 Venice, Italy
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Farhang Foundation presents Turandot: To the Daughters of the East at the historic Palazzo
Cavalli-Franchetti in Venice, Italy. The exhibition features new and iconic artworks from 11
artists spanning multiple genres, reclaiming the Persian roots of the Turandot legend, a tale
that traveled from Nizami's poetry to Puccini's opera, and dedicating it to the women of Iran
and the East. On view through October 31, 2026, with free admission.
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NOV 22 - 7:00 PM

Manoucher Yektai: The Stranger and the Tree at ICA Miami
ICA Miami, 61 NE 41st St, Miami, FL 33137

The Institute of Contemporary Art, Miami, in partnership with Farhang Foundation,
presents Manoucher Yektai: The Stranger and the Tree, a major exhibition devoted to the
Iranian-American painter and poet. A singular figure who bridged the New York School and
Persian poetic tradition, Yektai built a body of thickly textured still lifes, portraits, and
abstractions over seven decades. The exhibition runs through November 22, 2026, with free
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